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A Veterinary Retrospect 
for 1930. 


By Hamilton Kirk, M.R.C.V.S. 


In pursuance of the decision of the Editorial Com- 
mittee of the this journal, to publish an annual review 
vf veterinary events, it has fallen to my lot to prepare 
this retrospect for the past year. 

I hope I may be pardoned for any omissions or errors 
which may have crept herein. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


President.—Sir John M’Fadyean, M.B., BeSCsy 
M.R.C.V.S., was elected President in succession to Pro- 
fessor F. Craig. 

The Register.—Showed a total membership of 3,448 as 
compared with 3,476 in the previous year and 3,486 in 
1928. It will thus be seen that a slight diminution has 
occurred each year. The list of existing practitioners has 
also been reduced from 51 to 46. The total reduction of 
registered veterinary surgeons is therefore 33. 

By-Laws.—By-law 62 has been amended to provide that 
Degrees in Agriculture, but not pre-graduate Diplomas in 
Agriculture, may under the usual conditions exempt the 
holders from the first year’s course. 

The Schedule of recognised Preliminary Educational 
Examinations has also been revised. 

Colonial Veterinary Services.—Steps were taken by the 
Colonial Office to give effect to the recommendations of 
the Committee presided over by Lord Lovat in 1928. Nine 
scholars have been appointed under the Scholarship 
Scheme, of whom three are in possession of the Diploma 
of Membership of the Royal College, and the others of 
a degree in Science. 

The appointment by the Colonial Office of a Principal 
Veterinary Officer for the Federated Malay States, so long 
urged by the Council, has been made, and the principle 
of an independent Veterinary Department has been conceded. 
The scale of salaries for Veterinary Officers has also been 


improved. 

Annual Meeting and Dinner.—For the first time since 
1912 the annual meeting and dinner of the R.C.V.S. were 
held in Dublin at the Royal College of Surgeons, St. 
Stephen’s Green. 

Irish Free State.——The agreement with the Irish Free 
State has been completed and signed on behalf of H.M. 
Government, and a Bill is before the Free State Parliament 
to give effect to the agreement. 

Plans have practically been completed for the setting up 
of a separate register for veterinary surgeons in the Free 
State, following the arrangements already made for medical 
men and dentists. 

Practical Instruction._.A scheme for the provision of 
suitable practical instruction for veterinary students prior 


to their admission to the final examination has been 
approved as follows :— 

1. Each veterinary college to elect a panel of practi- 
tioners to be recognised as extra-mural teachers. 

2. Students to be allocated to members of the panel. 

3. Extra-mural teachers to issue certificates that the 
students have satisfactorily attended cases of sickness and 
accident for a period of not less than six months, ete., etc. 

Public Health Acts.—A small committee was appointed 
to confer with a committee of the N.V.M.A. in regard to 
proposals about to be made by the Ministry of Health for 
the amendment of enactments relating to Local Govern- 
ment and Public Health. 

Veterinary Advisory Officers.—Representations have been 
made to the Ministry of Agriculture regarding the schedule 
of duties of Veterinary Advisory Officers. Emphasis has 
been laid on the advisability of revising the list of duties 
having regard to the fact that Veterinary Advisers, being 
members of a registered profession, must obey the rules 
of professional etiquette. 

Free Treatment Scheme.—The Draft Scheme as formu- 
lated by the R.C.V.S., and as amended by the R.S.P.C.A., 
was considered, and it was resolved to inform the latter 
body that the Royal College could not agree to its pro- 
posed amendments as a matter of principle. No reply 
having been received from the R.S.P.C.A., the scheme was 
dropped. The Council decided to ask the N.V.M.A. to take 
up the matter with a view to making provision where 
thought necessary for the treatment by qualified veterinary 
surgeons of animals belongings to people too poor to pay 
fees. 

Balance Sheet.—For many years the annual balance 
statement has shown an cincreasingly adverse balance. 
During 1930 it has shown a further reduction of income. 
due mainly to the loss of fees from members practising in 
Southern Ireland. 

It is greatly to be desired that the College had some 
endowment, for its present income is barely sufficient to 
enable it to carry out its very onerous duties. It is 
perhaps unfortunate that the wills of deceased members 
se very rarely contain any provision for the R.C.V.S. or 
for the several very deserving veterinary benevolent and 
other socicties. 

Library.—It was with yreat pleasure that the Council 
was able to report the receipt from the Goldsmiths Com- 
pany of a special grant of £100 to the Library. Further 
bequests are earnestly requested. 

Honorary Associates..- On the occasion of the Eleventh 
International Veterinary Congress held in London from 
August 4th to 9th the Council conferred the Diploma of 
Hon. Associate on the following distinguished members 
of the profession of other nations :— 

Professor A. W. Morkeberg, Copenhagen; Professor 
Lesbre, Lyon; H. Carré, Paris; Dr. V. Stang, Berlin; 
Dr. W. Swick, Giessen; Professor J. Marek, Budapest ; 
Professor G. Zimmermann, Budapest; P. Ghisleni, Turin ; 
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Dr. J. Mohler, Washington; Dr. Veranus Moore, New 
York; G. Kjerrulf, Sweden; G. H. Jonescu, Bucharest ; 
M. Burgi, Berne; Dr. W. Frei, Zurich; Dr. L. De Blieck, 
Utrecht; Dr. M. Piché, Montreal; G. Hilton, Toronto; 
Karl Kasper, Vienna; P. Rubay, Brussels; H. Holth, 
Oslo; Dr. N. Nitta, Tokyo; A. Wladimiroff, Leningrad, 
and Professor J. Ligniéres, Buenos Aires. 

Horse Markings Committee.—The Council R.C.V.S. 
appointed a sub-committee in 1928, at the suggestion of 
Dr. Whitehouse, to prepare a system of description of 
colours, markings, etc., of animals for identification pur- 
poses. The Sub-Committee presented its report in February, 
1930, which was approved by the Council and adopted as 
a standard for the description of horses. The Army 
authorities also recognised it as a basis upon which to 
describe military horses. The full report may be obtained 
from the offices of the N.V.M.A. 


The Eleventh International Veterinary 
Congress. 


For the first time since 1914 the International Veterinary 
Congress was held in London from August 4th to 9th, 
1930. Upon the former occasion, no sooner had the Con- 
gress assembled than international war broke out, and 
the proceedings came to an abrupt end. 

Last year saw the most successful meeting since toe 
first inception of international veterinary congresses 65 
years ago, no fewer than 1,810 members being present. 

The President of the Congress and Chairman of the 
Organising Committee was Sir John M’Fadyean, and the 
opening ceremony was performed by the Rt. Hon. the 
Earl of Harewood. The British Government gave an 
official Banquet to Delegates from foreign countries and 
the Corporation of London provided a Reception by the 
Lord Mayor at Guildhall. 

It was decided to hold the next Congress in the U.S.A. 
in 1934. 

Resolutions. 
Congress :— 

Foot-anp-Moutn Disease.—1. The plurality of viruses 


The tollowing resolutions were passed by 


is a discovery of the highest significance. 2. The most 
elficient disinfectants are moist heat and sunlight: and 
of the chemical agents, petassium sodium hydrate and 
formalin. 3. The value of passive immunity has been 
established and its practice is to be encouraged. 

ANTHRAX —-The community of interests of  civiltsed 
peoples makes it an essential duty to take precautions to 
protect the health and life of human beings and animals 
against the dangers of infection with anthrax through 
animal products. Regulations ensuring freedom of raw 
materials from anthrax are urgently needed. 

knowledge of practical methods 
is now available to eradicate rinderpest within a reason- 
able time, in any country which will provide facilities for 
their application, and Congress urged all Governments to 
co-operate to this end. 

AportTion.—It was agreed that the problem of immuni- 
sation against infectious abortion was a matter for urgent 
investigation on an international basis, and a suggestion 
was agreed to that it should come within the purview of 
the International Bureau for Animal Diseases in Paris. 


Typuoip anp B.W.D.—That the method of diag- 
nosis and prophylaxis of bacillary white diarrhoea of 
chickens by systematic agglutination tests, carried out by 
qualified veterinary surgeons, is at present the procedure 
most to be recommended. 

Diseases OF THE NEW Born.—Having regard to the good 
results of the organisation for combating diseases of the 
new born in Germany, the Congress recommended that in 
all other countries similar organisations be established and 
that in due course these organisations be united into a 
world-wide federation. 

Bro.ocicar. Propucts.—Congress drew the attention of 
the Office International des Epizooties, Paris, to the urgent 
need of a prompt study of the question of the standardising 
of veterinary biological products. 

Law Governinc VETERINARY PRAcTICE.—The necessity 
was asserted for State regulations for the general control 
of the health of domestic animals. That the title of veteri- 
nary surgeon ought to be legally protected and that only 
those should be authorised to practise animal medicine 
who possess a diploma either granted or recognised by 
the State. 


Parliamentary. 


Veterinary Profession in Ireland.—‘‘ The Veterinary 
Surgeons Bill ’’ introduced by President Cosgrave in the 
Dail, sets up a Veterinary Council in the Irish Free State 
which will take over the regulation and control of veteri- 
nary surgeons and regulate the practice of veterinary 
medicine in the Free State. 

The amount of the registration fee is fixed at two guineas 
and the annual fee is also two guineas. The Council 
shall make an annual payment to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons of one guinea for every person whose 
name appears in the Register. 

Acts and Orders.—Twe Transit oF AntmMacts (AMEND: 
MENT) ORDER OF 1930 came into operation on October Ist, 
and provided for the revision of the regulations govern- 
ing the cleansing and disinfection of road vehicles gener- 
ally, and the construction of motor vehicles used for animals. 

An amendment of the Controt or Docs Orper, 1930, 
provides that ‘‘ Where any dog is found in any highway 
or public place not wearing a collar as prescribed in 
Article 1 of this Order, the owner of the dog and any 
person in charge thereof, and any person allowing the 
dog to be in the highway, etc., shall each be guilty of 
an offence against the Diseases of Animal Acts 1894 to 
1927. 

The Spirits REGULATIONS, 1930, were the 
subject of a notice issued by the Commissioners of Cus- 
tom and Excise, setting forth the privileges enjoyed by 
veterinary surgeons in the matter of procuring supplies, 
in various strengths, of industrial methylated spirits. 

SLauGHTER oF ANIMALS Bit was presented to the House 
of Commons by Colonel Moore on October 31st, and pro- 
vides for the humane and scientific slaughter of animals. 
Read a second time on December 12th. This Bill was 
noted by the Council R.C.V.S. 

Doc’s Protection Bit. -A copy of this Bill was sub- 
mitted to and considered by the Council R.C.V.S. and 
it was resolved that the progress of the Bill be watched. 
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Coat Mines (PRrorection oF ANIMALS) BILL.—The 
N.V.M.A. appointed a special committee to negotiate with 
those responsible for this Bill. A deputation met Sir 
Robert Gower, who agreed to introduce a clause in the 
draft Bill providing that wherever the term ‘* Inspector ” 
eccurs in connection with the inspection of horses in mines 
it should be interpreted to mean a duly qualified veterinary 
surgeon. 

Live Stock CLurs BiLt to facilitate the provision of 
live stock clubs for the labouring classes in rural districts. 
Presented by Mr. Beaumont and read a second time on 
February 27th. 

Rassits Bit, to make provision for the prevention of 
damage by rabbits. Presented by Mr. Hanbury and read 
a second time on October 31st. 

In the course of his reply to points raised in debate 
on the address in reply to the King’s speech, in the 
House of Commons, on October 30th, Dr. Addison, the 
Minister of Agriculture, said that he believed that the 
value of our livestock was considerably over £100,000,000. 
He meant to improve this value by the elimination of the 


scrub bull. 


National Veterinary Medical Association. 


Great activity and progress were apparent throughout 
the past year and the officers and members of the Associa- 
tion had every reason for congratulating themselves upon 
the year’s achievements. 

President.—Our esteemed colleague, Professor James 
Macqueen took Presidential office in succession to G. P. 
Male, Esq. Owing to illness which supervened in the 
autumn, Professor Macqueen was unable to carry on, 
and the duties again devolved upon Mr. G. P. Male. At 
the moment of writing, with Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson 
in office, Professor Macqueen is still in hospital, but an 
early release is confidently expected. 

Treasurer.—Mr. E. Alfred West, who had so satis- 
factorily filled this office for a number of years, tendered 
his resignation on account of failing health, and Captain 
W. G. Wragg was unanimously elected to fill the vacancy. 

Headquarters.—On March 25th the Association moved 
into much more pleasant, commodious and convenient 
quarters than it had hitherto occupied, the new address 
being 2, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1. 

Membership.—The number of members on December 31st, 
1930, totalled 1,644. Ninety-three new members were 
enrolled during the year, as against 68 during 1929. 

Official Journal.—Great changes were effected during 
the year in the conduct of the Veterinary Record, the 
outstanding one being the appointment of Messrs. H. R. 
Grubb, Ltd., of Croydon, as its printers. So great was 
the volume of important material received each week that 
the Editorial Committee had the greatest difficulty in 
confining the paper within the limits prescribed by the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

The Veterinary Record still, however, suffers from a 
dearth of clinical reports, and blame in this respect attaches 
to none other than its readers. It is earnestly hoped that 
members will rectify this omission during the present year. 

A panel of abstractors was appointed, and readers will 
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no doubt have noted the considerable increase in foreign 
abstracts which have appeared. 

The largest) and = most interesting number ol 
the Veterinary Record ever produced was the special issue 
on August 2nd in honour of the kleventh International 
Veterinary Congress. The issue comprised 60 pages and 
41 illustrations. 

Congress.—Owing to the International Congress being 
held in London, the N.V.M.A. decided to abandon its 
own annual congress. The Annual General Meeting was 
held just prior to the concluding meeting of the Inter- 
national Congress. 

Salaries.—A Joint Committee of the ‘‘Appointments 
and of the ** Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health ’? Com- 
mittees revised the scale of salaries recommended by the 
Association for whole-time veterinary officers. The details 
may be found on page 82 of the Veterinary Record issued 
on January 25th, 1930. 

Divisional Representation...\n Meeting 
ct Council was held in August to approve of necessary 
alterations to the Articles of Association to conform with 
the Companies’ Act, so as to sanction a change in the 
representation of Divisions on the Council. In future, 
Divisions will be asked to nominate one representative 
on the Council to every 35 members, instead of one to every 
50 as formerly. It was thought that this inerease would 
add to the efficiency of the Council. 

Council Meetings.—It was decided to hold one of the 
Council meetings each year, other than that held on the 
occasion of the Annual Congress, outside London. 

Some Activities of the N.V.M.A.—In conversation with 
veterinary surgeons who are not yet members of the 
N.V.M.A., it has not been an uncommon experience to’ 
hear some of them make a remark similar to the following : 
‘What is the use of joining? What can it do for me 
or for the profession generally? *’ 

There is no excuse for such an attitude, as quite obviously 
it is born of ignorance, and of a lack of will to ascertain 
the true position. These sceptical practitioners, however, 
would probably not hesitate to acknowledge the power and 
utility of the B.M.A. to the medical profession. 

It was with these thoughts in my mind that I decided 
to include, very briefly, some of the outstanding activities 
of the *‘ National’? for the year 1930. 

1.—Items of news concerning the Association and the 
profession were frequently cigculated to the lay press, and 
steps taken to correct misstatements appearing in the 
press when these had been brought to notice. 

2.—Representations were made to the Sheffield City 
Council with reference to the status and conditions of service 
of their new Chief Veterinary Officer. .The member to 
whom the post was offered had declined it (on the advice 
of the Association) and eventually the Sheffield Council 
acceded to the recommendations of the N.V.M.A. 

3.—Assisted in obtaining an increase in the initial emolu- 
ments of Ministry of Agriculture Veterinary Inspectors. 

4.—In communication with Minister for Agriculture, 
Irish Free State, concerning the betterment of conditions 
o" service of Veterinary Inspectorate. 

5.—Committee appointed to take such steps as may have 
been necessary to protect interests of part-time veterinary 
inspectors whose services were dispensed with by the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1929. 
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6.—Parliamentary Committee considered what steps could 
be taken to secure the exemption of members of the pro- 
fession from Jury service. Matter still sub judice. 

7.—Mining Sub-committee discussed with Sir Robert 
Gower, M.P., suggestions for amendment of his Coal Mines 
(Protection of Animals) Bill (see under ‘* Parliamentary,”’ 
page 454). 

8.—Committee was appointed to consider the duties 
ot Veterinary Advisory Officers and the effect of such 
appointments on private practice. Deputation met officials 
of the Ministry of Agriculture on November 6th in con- 
nection with the matter. 

9.—Deputation was appointed to wait upon the Minister 
of Health with the object of securing the appointment of 
a member of the veterinary profession to the permanent 
staff of the Ministry of Health, 

10.—Representations made to the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute with a view to obtaining the election of another 
veterinary surgeon to the Council of the Institute. Under- 
stood that this suggestion will be borne in mind at a later 
date. 

11.—Special discussion held on August 2nd in connection 
with the grading of milk under the Milk (Special Desig- 
nations) Orders, 1923. Resolution forwarded to the Minister 
of Health, and Committee appointed to detail the standard 
which the three grades of milk recommended should reach 
as to bacterial count. 

12.—Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health Committee 
instructed to prepare a scheme for the eradication of bovine 
tuberculosis in England and Wales. (Council has approved 
Scottish scheme in principle.) - 

13.—Committee formed to act for the Association in the 
matter of the Departmental Committee appointed by the 
Minister of Health ‘‘ to inquire into and make recom- 
mendations on the qualifications, recruitment, training and 
promotion of Local Government Officers.’’ Veterinary 
officers in the service of local authorities are included in 
this inquiry, and the N.V.M.A. has been invited to offer 
evidence. 

14.—Induced the Postmaster-General to provide facili- 
ties whereby attention is given outside normal hours of 
business to faults occurring on telephone circuits rented 
by veterinary surgeons. 

15.—Correspondence with the Ayrshire County Council 
resulted in the institution for the Senior Assistant and 
Assistant Veterinary Officers of a scale of remuneration in 
accordance with that laid down by the N.V.M.A. ‘ 

16.—Secured for a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons appointment to a vacancy as veterinary 
officer, Leeward Islands, which it was feared might be 
given to a graduate other than of the R.C.V.S. 

17.—Glamorgan Agricultural Committee induced to 
increase the initial emolument offered for an instructor in 
veterinary science. 

18.—Succeeded in obtaining a concession from certain 
insurance offices providing special cover, without extra 
charge, for veterinary surgeons’ motor cars when driven 
by a partner, assistant, or locum. 

Affiliations.—Application vas received from the Northern 
Rhodesian V.M.A. for affiliation to the N.V.M.A., the 
enthusiatic acquiescence of our Council bringing to eight 
the total of affiliated organisations overseas. 


Royal Army Veterinary Corps. 


Animal Strength.—The average animal strength of the 
Army in Great Britain and Northern Ireland during the 
year was 13,594 horses and 496 mules. 

In Egypt 1,901 horses and 798 mules. 

In other stations 358 horses and 679 mules. These 
numbers show a reduction of 1,907 animals in Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland. 

Of the total number, 3,458 horses were allocated to 
cavalry, 5,397 horses and 307 mules to Royal Artillery, 
529 horses to Royal Engineers, 744 horses and four mules 
to Royal Corps of Signals, 124 horses to R.A.S.C., 717 
horses and 143 mules to Infantry Transport, 811 horses in 
Colleges, etc.; 848 to Staff, Departmental and Infantry 
Officers’ chargers, 883 horses and 42 mules in Remount 
Depots and 78 Military Mounted Police horses. 

Wastage of horses for veterinary reasons was 5-42 per 
cent., and of mules 1-41 per cent. of the average strengths. 
The average ages of horses and mules in the ranks 
were 10°75 years and 13-36 years respectively. 

Royal Army Veterinary School, Aldershot.—The fiftieth 
anniversary of the opening of this school was celebrated 
on June Ist. The Aldershot School claims to have made 
very marked advances in the diagnosis of navicular disease 
by X-rays. 

Territorial Army.—There was a continuance of the 
tendency to replace horses by motor cars, tractors and motor 
cycles, etc., and this in spite of the urgent need for economy. 
It is by no means assured that the huge expenditure 
necessitated by the purchase of machinery will be rewarded 
by enhanced efficiency or utility for the purposes of an 
Army. 

R.A.V.C. Journal.—This very interesting publication 
continued to make good progress and is now an assured 
success. Non-subscribers can safely be recommended to 
place their orders at once. 


The Veterinary Colleges. 


Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town. 

The total number of students in attendance during 1930 
was 223, as against 205 during 1929. Women students 
entering the College during last year numbered 14 as 
against 12 in the preceding year. 

No additions or alterations were made to the existing 
College premises during 1930, and only urgent and necessary 
repairs were carried out. 

Although. its buildings are admittedly national 
disgrace,’’ teaching activities at the R.V.C. bear witness 
t> the progressive spirit of those who have to make the 
best of them pending their reconstruction, and the Principal 
and his staff are to be congratulated upon the establishment 
of a film library. Sir William Willcox, the Home Office 
pathologist, was a witness of the first exhibition in May 
of films portraying lamenesses and sicknesses of various 
kinds, 

The Governors of the College were unhappily unable to 
convince the Government of the necessity for providing 
the whole expense of rebuilding and endowment, and the 
amount of funds collected from private sources has so far 
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proved absolutely inadequate. There is reason to fear 
that if funds are not forthcoming intending new students 
will have to be refused. Only £52,000 have been collected 
during the past three years. 


Royal (Dick) Veterinary College. 

The University of Edinburgh and the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary College decided in October, 1930, to institute 
a course for a Diploma in Tropical Veterinary Medicine 
().T.V.M.). The course will probably occupy two academic 
terms and will comprise classes in veterinary parasitology 
and entomology, advanced bacteriology, meat and milk 
production and its control, feeding and breeding of animals 
in the tropics, etc. 

The “‘ Dick *’ College was presented by Professor R. S. 
MacDougall with a handsome silver gilt mace, three feet in 
length. 

A meeting was held in May at which it was agreed 
to form an Alumnus Association, and Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley was appointed President, with Sir John M’Fadyean, 
Professor Linton and Major McGregor as Vice-Presidents, 
and Professor Mitchell as Treasurer. The first annual 
meeting took the form of a luncheon at the Zoological 
Gardens, London. 

The College was in need of about £30,000 for extension 
of the buildings. 

Glasgow Veterinary College. 

A 50 per cent. increase during the year in the number of 
students was reported at the annual meeting held on 
November 12th. The enrolment at the opening of the 
spring term, 1930, was 70 as compared with 51 at the 
same time the previous year. 

Renewed application was made for the Government grant, 
which was withdrawn a few years ago. Donations received 
for Session 1929-30 totalled £244 and for Session 1930-31 
£163, up to date. 


Institutes and Societies. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.—Colonel Brittle- 
bank was unanimously re-elected as President for the year. 
Mr. E. Alfred West resigned from the Hon. Treasurer’s 
office on account of ill-health and was succeeded by Mr. 
Arnold Spicer. The Honorary Secretaryship remained in 
the very capable and energetic hands of Lieut.-Colonel 
P. J. Simpson. 
May I take this opportunity of appealing very earnestly 
to all who read this retrospect to make some kind of 
sacrifice—however small—-for the enrichment of this most 


deserving cause. ; 
Subscriptions for 1930 were £496, which were £10 lower 
than for the previous year and expenditure totalled £170 


in excess of receipts. Many harrowing cases of distress. 


were brought to the notice of the Council, but they could 
not be adequately assisted, on account of lack of funds. 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence 
Society.—Mr. W. Woods, F.R.c.v.s., was re-elected to the 
Presidential Chair for 1920 and in the course of his address 
he remarked that ‘‘ many members had had experience of 
the extremely valuable services that the Society could render, 
when they had found themselves involved in litigation, 
which grew more and more expensive every day and 
became an intolerable burden on individuals who had slender 
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resources with but little knowledge of the law.”’ 

It still remains a mystery to me why so few members 
of the profession join this Societv. The benefits from every 
point of view are so obvious, 

National Horse Association.—Lieut.-Colonel Sir Archibald 
Weigall, K.c.M.G., was the in-coming President. 

It was meeting — that 
the text of the Roads Traffic Bill had received 
the active attention of the Committee and that action had 
been taken as regards rulings which might affect horse 
owners. A general conference of horse societies had also 
been held, when the existing privileges now enjoyed by 
horse users on the roads were discussed. All other bills 
before Parliament which might affect horse owners had 
been dealt with, and the President expressed gratification 
at the amount of successful work which had been 


reported at the April 


undertaken, Great success bad attended the efforts of Mr. 
C. G. Argles and the Slippery Roads Committee to induce 
local authorities to treat roads with larger grit. 

The Association had carefully gone into comparative 
costings and were of opinion that the horse for short 
distance work was undoubtedly the cheapest form of trans- 
port, as proved by the statistical figures supplied by leading 
transport firms. 

Sir John Moore prepared an article entitled ‘‘ The Horse 
and his Economic Usage,’’ 500 copies of which were issued 
in the first week of publication; while it was further 
proposed to issue 6,000 cepies to all interested in horse 
transport. 

Subscriptions to the Association kad increased by £100, 
but as the extending work resulted in increased expenditure, 
financial support, in the interests of the horse, was earnestly 
solicited. 

Zoological Society.—Unfortunately at the moment of 
going to press there has been no ‘issue of any report for 
1930, but on April 29th of that year the 101st annual report 
was issued to Fellows, containing an appendix describing 
the centenary celebrations held in the previous year. The 
Prince of Wales was the chief guest at the garden party 
attended by over 8,000 Fellows and their friends. The 
total assets were stated to be £171,571, an increase of 
nearly £30,000 on the preceding year, but the liabilities 
were increased by £44,673. The income was £7,000 and 
the expenditure £5,000 less than in 1928, which, both in 
receipts and payments, was the peak year of the Society. 

The pathologist reported * a notable decrease in the 
incidence of tuberculosis in mammals and birds since the 
construction of the new Monkey House and the Bird 
House. Among the primates there were only two deaths 
from tuberculosis during the year, as compared with 41 
in the last year of the old Ape and Monkey Houses. 

Although special attention was given to diseases among 
parrots there was no case of psittacosis during the year. 
On the other hand, an acute and rapidly fatal outbreak 
of enteritis, peculiar to Felida and known as “ cat dis- 
temper,’’ occurred during August and September. No 
definite remedy was known for this disease.”’ 

The writer has always regarded the disease known as 
feline infectious enteritis as specific and entirely separate 
from feline distemper, and is in doubt as to why the two 
conditions should be confounded. Much_ bacteriological 
research is very badly needed in order to elucidate the 


feline diseases. 
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Royal Sanitary Institute—The Annual Congress of 1930 
was held at Margate on June 26th and 27th, under the 
Presidentship of the Rt. Hon. the Lord Cornwallis. An 
exceptional number of delegaes (some 1,500) attended 
from all over the world—a special feature being the visit 
of 200 representatives of the American Pulle Health 
Association. 

The Veterinary Hygiene Section held two highly success- 
ful sessions, with the President of the Section, Major- 
General Sir John Moore, in the Chair. 

The papers presented for discussion were (1) ‘* Veteri- 
nary Science in Kelation to State and Municipal Control,”’ 
by Major Rabagliati, O.B.E., B.Sc., F.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M., Chief Veterinary Officer to the County Council 
of the West Riding of Yorkshire; (2) “S Inspection of 
Foodstuffs, Exclusive of Meat, Milk and Fish,’’ by Mr. 
Arthur Gofton, Far.c.v.s., Chief Veterinary Inspector, 
Edinburgh. 

Dr. O. C. Bradley delivered a lecture to the Congre-s 
on “ Diseases of Domestic Animals from the Humi.n 
Angle.’ Mr. J. R. Hlayhurst was Recording Secretary. 


Veterinary Medicine and Surgery. 


Psittacosis.—In March a Danish Royal Decree was 
issued to the effect that the quarantine Regulations appl'- 


cable in cases of cholera and plague should also, in future, 


apply where parrot. sickness is concerned; and it was 
stated that another decree would be issued prohibiting 
the importation of parrots into Denmark. 

About the same time, and with a view to the preven- 
tion of psittacosis, the importation of parrots into France 
was forbidden, 

It was reported in January, 1930, that the Federal 
Veterinary Service had prohibited the importation of parrots 
into Switzerland. 

On and after May 2)th the importation into Great 
Britain of parrots, and all birds of the parrot species, 
was prohibited. 

In view of the exceedingly sinall number of illnesses 
eccurring in human beings which were alleged to be caused 
by psittacosis, it is somewhat extraordinary that so great 
a scare should have resulted in the medical mind, followed 
by such stringent and universal regulations. 

Rabies.—Four cases of rabies were confirmed in’ im- 
ported dogs which were undergoing quarantine on yeteri- 
nary premises, making 12 confirmed cases s'nce the end 
of the war. Two dogs came from Indiay one from 
Portugal, and one from Moroceo. There is no doubt 
whatever that, but for the quarantine regulations, wide- 
spread epidemics of a_ terrible d’sease would have fo!- 
lowed the importation of these dogs into this country. 

Eczema.— Authoritative opinion gained) ground that 
eczema might be due to inactivity of the spleen. Several 
Continental observers made experiments, cne of which 
was the stimulation of the spleen by X-rays. This was 
followed by improvement in eczematous ccnditions. They 
consequently injected hypodermically alhumen-froe 
extract of hog spleen with astonishing results in old refra>- 
tory cases of eczema. (Further details may ke found in 
the Veterinary Record for February 8th). 

Foot-and-Mouth Disease.—Professor J. Ligniéres, of the 
National University of Buenos Aires, claimed that he had 
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discovered an_ effective vaccine against foot-and-mouth 
disease. He believed that with official aid, vast zones of 
Argentina could be made entirely immune to the disease 
within two or three years. So far, he has apparently 
failed to substantiate his assertions, and his claim has 
not been accepted. 

On the other hand, the value of passive immunity, under 
favourable conditions, was established. An Order made 
by the Ministry of Agriculture in September, authoris: d 
the treatment with serum of any animals which had bern 
in contact with the disease or which had been exposed to 
the infection, The serum was said to be protective only 
for about 10 to 14 days. 

In October, the Ministry began experiments with a 
virus, but the inoculations were not to be regarded as an 
abandonment of the policy of slaughtering infected 
animals, 

An outbreak of the disease was confirmed in September 
near Leeds, until which Great Britain had been free from 
feot-and-mouth disease since December of 1929. 

The gross compensation paid by the State to owners of 
cattle slaughtered because of the disease during 1930 was 
less than £2,000. 

Tuberculosis.—Kuteischikow prepared an anti-tuberculosis 
serum by injecting a horse over a period of eight months 
with increasing doses of a living but comparatively aviru- 
lent culture of the human type of tubercle bacillus. His 
experiments were very suggestive that the serum had a 
curative property. The experiments are being continued 

In vaccination against tuberculosis by the Calmette 
Guérin§ method, Continental opinion was opposed to 
Canadian and American’ opinion, the former affirming 
specific resistance against natural infection, and the latter 
countries virtually condemning it. At Cambridge Dr. 
Stanley Griffiths continued his studies with Professor J. B. 
Buxton of the immunising value of the B.C.G. vaccine 
in cattle. The experiments have shown that a high degree 
of resistance to tuberculosis can be conferred upon a calf 
by either inoculation or oral administration of B.C.G. 
In some calves the immunity produced appeared to be 
complete. 

In May last the campaign for systematic eradication 
of bovine tuberculosis from the U.S.A. reached its highest 
rate of progress in the 13 years it has been under way. 
In that month 1,317,409 cattle were tested by federal, State, 
and county veterinarians working co-operatively. 
is about 100,000 more than the highest number tested in 
any previous month. 

It is devoutly to be hoped that some State scheme c! 
similar magnitude will soon be launched in this country. 
Meanwhile the N.V.M.A. is endeavouring to evolve a 
scheme for England and Wales which shall eventually 
be presented to the Ministry of Agriculture for adoption. 
The Scottish Chamber of Agriculture, at its summer con- 
ference in Edinburgh, approved in principle the scheme 
of the Scottish Branch of the N.V.M.A. for the eradication 
of bovine tuberculosis. 

Very important work was done, at the National Insti- 
tute for Medical Research, with regard to the standardisa- 
tion of tuberculin, and the Tuberculin Committee—operat- 
ing under the Council—were so well satisfied with the 
simplicity and accuracy of the intrad@rmal test that they 
have recommended that its use should be made compulsory 
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where testing is required under the Milk (Special Desig- 
nations) Orders. 

Warble-fly.—Consideration of the great loss caused by 
the warble fly pest prompted the Ministry of Agriculture to 
appoint a committee to investigate the problem of eradi- 
cation. It reported in 1926 and _ advised alternative 
methods which should result in destroying a high per- 
centage of warble at or about the time of their emergence. 

A campaign on a national basis was launched last year 
by a committee appointed by the Leathersellers’ Company 
and tomprising representatives of all the industries con- 
cerned, and some of the County Councils. 

Farmers and others are advised to apply for the 
Ministry’s leaflet, No. 21, on the subject. 

Canine Distemper.—Mes:rs. Burroughs Wellcome sus- 
pended last June the further issue of anti-distemper vaccine 
and liquid virus. This decision arose apparently in conse- 
quence of difficulties and disappointments which had 
followed the manufacture and use of virus on a commercial 
scale. 

Experiments, carried out ot the laboratories, Mill Hill, and 
in the field resulted in the production, by September, of 
a virus, in dried form, which could be described as stable, 
and which retained its potency for many weeks. Several 
thousand doses have been used in the field, following a dose 
of vaccine, with the best results; but the virus is not yet 
on the commercial market. Before the close of 1930, 
hyperimmune serum had been prepared at Mill Hill and 
had been used in conjunction with the dried virus in the 
serum-virus simultaneous method of inoculating against 
distemper, the results of which are also satisfactory. By 
the end of the year, therefore, the use of vaccine and 
dried stable virus was recommended as the method of 
protecting against distemper, while the serum-virus simul- 
taneous method was undergoing tria!. 

Azoturia.—Carlens made many experiments upon horses 
suffering from azoturia, and found, after numerous blood 
tests, that an excess of potassium was present in the blood 
of affected animals. Horses are most apt to go down 
with azoturia after having been fed on oats. Oats raise 
the potassium ions, and in view of the action of the 
blood-plasma-potassium on the voluntary muscles, the 
author attributed the contractures to the excess of this 
element. The author admitted that his hypothesis could 
possibly be objected to as not being absolute, but said 
that it certainly intimately concerned the nature of 
azoturia. 

Swine Fever.—The Ministry of Agriculture stated that, 
for the three months ending September 30th, the returns 
indicated a marked reduction in the disease. In the pre- 
vious year (1929) there were 2,981 outbreaks, but in the 
first nine months of 1930 there were only 1,849 outbreaks. 

Pneumonia.—A September issue of the British Medical 
Journal gave an account of experimental treatment by 
vitamin A in a series of cases of pneumonia among native 
mine labourers in the Transvaal. Two doctors treated 299 
cases, of which 100 cases received ordinary routine treat- 
ment, another 100 were treated by means of concentrated 
vitamin A, and the remaining 99 with ox-liver. The 
mortality among the control cases was 13 per cent. ; that 
among the ox-liver cases was nine per cent., and in the 
vitamin A cases the mortality was eight per cent only. 
It is notoriously difficult to estimate the value of any 


form of treatment in pneumonia on account of the great 
variety of forms in which it occurs; but the results 
obtained warrant a more extensive use of vitamin A in 
this often fatal malady. 

The same journal discussed the value of digitalis in 
pneumonia, and in view of the belief that nearly all 
mortality in this disease is due to toxemia, experiments 
were made with guinea-pigs and rabbits which were 
injected with diphtheria toxin. It was found that if tincture 
of digitalis were given to the animals, they survived sub- 
sequent injections of bacterial toxin, even in amounts 
three times in excess of the lethal dose; whilst the control 
animals which had the toxin without the digitalis invari- 
ably died. 

Burns.—The Medical Research Council (Special Report 
Series, No. 141, H.M. Stationery Office) published an 
account, by W. C. Wilson, of the splendid effect of tannic 
acid in the treatment of burns. A condition of extreme 
toxemia is produced by severe burns, usually in 12 to 
24 hours after the injury. This can be prevented by the 
early application of tannic acid, which coagulates all 
damaged tissues, forming an impermeable layer preventing 
the absorption of toxins. 

Bovine Metritis—Hofstra stated that antipyrine is a 
specific remedy for septic metritis in bovines. His pre- 
scription for 12 powders is :—Antipyrine 75 grammes, and 
Pulv. rhad, althe 165 grammes. <A powder is given in 
warm water every six hours, and no other treatment of 
any kind is necessary. 

Anesthesia.—Remarkable demonstrations of the effect 


of “ Avertin’’ as a general anzsthetic for the small 
animals, were given by Professor J. G. Wright. The 
substance is introduced per rectum and is a very powerful 
and valuable agent indeed. Since Wright’s lead, the drug 
has been used extensively and satisfactorily by a number 
of veterinary practitioners. 

Canine and Feline Diseases.—1| am unfortunately obliged 
to reiterate this year the paucity of investigations into 
diseases of small animals. Canine practice forms a great 
proportion of many practices, but the canine surgeon 
receives little help from pathologists in the elucidation of 
the problems he encounters every day. We would still 
like to know more about  interdigital cysts, follicular 
mange, hysteria, and Stuttgart disease. If ever the pro- 
posed Chair of Canine Pathglogy is established at Camden 
Town, we may then hear of some useful investigations. 

New Surgical Instruments.—(1) Captain H. B. Collet 
exhibited a device of his own design for facilitating the 
administration of chloroform. It consisted of a metal 
cylinder, in one end of which a_ tyre valve had been 
inserted; and to this was attached an ordinary motor 
foot-pump. Air was in this way compressed in the 
cylinder and released as required through a tap. 

(2) Dr. Westhues, of Giessen Véterinary School, intro- 
duced a new caponiser, which it was claimed, avoids 
torsion and provides a firm grip for the testicular blood 
vessels. Even large cocks can be caponised without much 
fear of haemorrhage. 

(3) Mr. Denys Danby introduced an improved ether 
anzsthetic mask for small animals, which embodied several 
important advantages; and (4) Professor Hobday’s chloro- 
form apparatus was modified by the Holborn Surgical 
Instrument Co. in that the leather or mask portion was 
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made to open out flat for facilitating cleansing, and to 
render it adjustable to various sizes of heads. 


Research. 


Sheep Diseases Grant.—The Treasury authorised a special 
research grant of £300 to the Wye Agricultural College, 
for the six months ending September 30th, for investiga- 
tions into ** Struck ”’ and gangrene diseases of sheep on 
Romney Marsh. 

Animal Diseases Laboratory.-Mr. MacMaster, of 
New South Wales, Australia, gifted £20,000 to the Coun- 
cil for Scientific and Industrial Research of the Common- 
wealth of Australia, to provide for the erection of a 
laboratory for investigating problems connected — with 
animal health. 

Edinburgh University.x—The new Animal Breeding 
Research Department of Edinburgh University was for- 
mally opened in July. 

Milk Research Laboratories—.\ new Milk Research 
Laboratory was opened at the Willesden centre of the 
United Dairies, Ltd.  Kepresentatives of the Ministry of 
Health, London University, and Medical Officers — of 
Health, were in attendance. The new laboratory is one 
of 21 established in London and the Provinces, and about 
569 samples of milk will be tested there daily. 

Agricultural Research.—‘The institution of an Agricultural 
Research Council was proposed to secure improved co- 
ordination and extension of agricultural research through- 
out the United Kingdom. In view of the great losses 
incurred through disease, among the first subjects to 
receive attention will be contagious abortion, tuberculosis, 
and swine fever. 

An Order in Council directed that the Lord President 
of the Council, the Minister of Agriculture, the Home 
Secretary, the Secretary of State for Scotland and the 
President of the Board of Education should be a Committee 
of the Privy Council. 

We await with interest the announcement of the names 
of the members of the veterinary profession who will be 
nominated to serve on tha Council. 

Research Institute in Animal Pathology, Camden Town, 
received a special grant of £300 from the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society. The usual Government grant of £5,000 


(approx.) was also received. 


Veterinary Literature. 

The following extensive list of works was published 
during 1930 :— 

** Live Stock.”’ By Dr. Juan S. Richelet. 

* Practical Veterinary Pharmacology, Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics." By Professor H. J. Milks, D.v.M. 
(New York). 

Handbook for Veterinary Surgeons (2nd Edition). 
By Bullock, 

‘The Blood Picture and its Clinical Significanee.”’ By 
Professor Dr. Victor Schilling. 

“Clinical Atlas of Blood Diseases."’ By Piney and 
Wyard. 

Bacterial Metabolism."’ By Marjory Stephenson. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


April 25, 1931. 


** Broncho *’ [Dedicated to horses of all ranks who 
served in the Great War]. By Richard Ball. 

‘““Some Diseases of Farm Animals.’’ By Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

** Diseases Transmitted from Animals to Man.” | 
Professor Thos. Hull. 

‘** Fleming’s Veterinary Obstetrics ’’ (4th Edition). 

“German Army Veterinary Service during the Great 
War. 

Diet and the Teeth,’ Part I. May Mellanby. 

Manual of Horsemastership, Equitation and Driving.” 


we 


Army Publication. 

“Recent Advances in Hamatology.’’ By A. Piney, 
M.D. 

** Technique of Hair.’’ By Carl Kronacher. 

“History of Veterinary Literature (3rd Vol.). Sir 
Frederick Smith. 

*““ System of Bacteriology in Relation to Medicine.’’ By 
various authors. 

“Use of Iodine and its Compounds in Veterinary Prac- 
tice.’” By H. A. Reid. 

Dollar’s General Operative and Regional Surgery 
(2nd Edition). By Professor Jas. O’Connor. 


Journal of Dairy Research.—Edited for the Dairy Re- 
search Committee of the Empire Marketing Board by R. 
Stenhouse Williams, M.B., C.M., D.sc. Published half-yearly, 
price 15s. per annum. In the past the results of original 
research in matters connected with dairying have been 
published in a number of journals such as the Journal of 
Agricultural Science, the Journal of Physiology, 
Journal of Hygiene, ete. Thus it was clearly desirable 
that this scattered information should be made more easily 
accessible to workers in dairy science. 

Annual Magazine of Unien Society.—1 congratulate the 
editor and committee on their initial effort of some 70 pages. 
The cost is 1s. 6d. and copies can be obtained from the 
Editor, Royal Veterinary College. When I was an under- 
graduate at that College, the students were then running 
a small monthly paper called the Veterinary Student. 
Unfortunately, however, it did not pay. 

Tropical Veterinary Bulletin. —The publication of the 
Puiletin ceased in December, as it was to be superseded 
by a journal to be published by the Imperial Bureau of 
Animal Health. 


The Horse. 

When we consider that in the old days the horse was the 
standard animal upon which we based our studies and our 
hepes, it is somewhat remarkable that we should now find 
ourselves fighting and scheming to retain his very existence 
as our trusted servant. There was a great deal of discus- 
sion in the House of Commons, in the lay press, and in 
nearly every quarter during last year, as to whether horsed 
vehicles should he allowed to use our main London streets 
in the busy hours. 

Many questions were put in the House as to when the 
horse could be abolished from London streets, and to one 


such question Mr. Herbert Morrison replied: ‘* This ques- 
tion was recently considered afresh by the London Traffic 
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Advisory Committee, who errived at the conclusion, with 
which | concur, that the time has not yet arrived when 
ic would be practicable to give effect to the suggestion.”’ 

That was in May, but in August the Secretary of the 
Llephant and Castle Horse Repository wrote to the 
N.V.M.A. intimafing that the London Traftic Advisory 
Committee was to reopen end reconsider the question at 
a later date, and asking that our Association should bring 
every influence to bear to prevent any Order or Act of 
Parliament being passed which would drive the horse off 
the streets of London. 

In December the Council of the National Horse Associa- 
tion considered a recent notice in the press that horses 
might be debarred from a few selected streets. This was, 
o* course, the thin end of the wedge, and the Council 
on behalf of 94 horse-owning and .breeding Societies— 
passed a strong resolution in protest. 

Horse Breeding.—-The Times stated that for ten years 
since 1919 there had been a slight and progressive decline 
of heavy foals in the country. But in 1930 a change came 
about and there were 22,833 heavy foals, an increase which 
was, if only slight, encouraging. Again, for seven years 
there had been a regular decline in the number of stallions 
licensed under the Horse Breeding Act, but last year 
1,436 stallions were licensed, which was 22 more than 
in the previous year. Taken generally, the position ol 
the horse-breeder has not been in such a_ satisfactory 
state for many years. 


Personal. 


Lieut.-Colonel J. W. Brittlebank resigned his post, after 
30 vears of service, most of it as chief veterinary officer 
to the City ‘of Manchester. 

Professor James Macqueen, at a memorable ceremony it 
St. Ermins Hotel, Westminster, last August, was pre- 
sented with an illuminated address and a handsome cheque, 
to mark his retirement from professional duties. 

In November, Professor Macqueen was taken ill with 
bronchial influenza, after recovering from which he had 
to undergo a serious operation. In this month of April, 
our esteemed colleague is still in hospital, though fortunately 
is making good progress. Professor G. H. Wooldridge 
contracted a very serious illness a year ago, and we very 
nearly lost a valued and dear friend. 

Mr. H. J. Dawes, F-R.c.ves. (Hon. Secretary of the 
N.V.M.A.) also suffered from bronchitis, at the same time 
that Mr. Trevor Spencer, F.8.c.v.s., of Kettering, was laid 
low with pneumonia. Happily, both of these well-known 
and respected members recovered completely. 

Major-General W. S. Anthony, ¢.M.G., represented the 
veterinary profession in the New Year’s Honours List by 
receiving the Order of the Bath award, C.B. (Military 
Division). 

The name of Major W. S. Mulvey, T-D., F.R.C.V.S., who 
received the O.B.E. (Military) was included in the Honours 
List issued on June 3rd on the occasion of the King’s 
Birthday. 

The ranks of veterinarizn J.P.’s were augmented by 
Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd, F.R.c.v.s., who was placed on 
the Commission of the Peace for the Borough of Carnarvon. 

Captain W. T. Olver, J.p., M.R.c.v.s., the Mayor of 


Tamworth), received an unanimous invitation from the 
Town Council to continue as Mayor for a second year. 

Mr. J. S. Lloyd, F-R.c.v.s., on the occasion of his retire- 
ment, after 29 years’ service, from the post of Chief 
Veterinary Officer to the Sheffield Corporation, was pre- 
sented with a sum of money. 

Mr. Eustace Montgomery was appointed Adviser on 
Animal Health to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The creation of this post was recommended by the Lovat 
Cemmittee on the organisation of the Colonial Veterinary 
Services, whose report was published as a Command Paper, 
3261. 

The Royal Society (of England) recently placed at the 
disposal of Mr. H. C. Wilkie, r.r.c.ves., of Penzance, a 
renewal of the grant made to him the previous year in aid 
of a study of the comparative anatomy of the auditory 
organ. 

Dr. A. W. Whitehouse, Principal of Glasgow Veterinary 
College, was seriously ill for several weeks in the middle 
of last’ year, but happily, like the other three invalids 
herein mentioned, he made a good recovery. 

Mr. Lionel Stroud, who so ably carried on the office of 
Hon. Treasurer to the Central Veterinary Society for 30 
years, retired from that office. 

Councillor George Howe, M.R.c.Ves., was elected to the 
dignity of Mayor of Buxton. 

The invention of the pneumatic tyre by a_ veterinary 
surgeon, Mr. John Boyd Dunlop, was commemorated in 
Belfast on December 19th by the unveiling of a memorial 
tablet outside the premises in May Street where the first 
pneumatic tyre was made. 

Dr. Griffith Evans, the distinguished veterinary scientist, 
who is 96 years old, had the Freedom of the City conferred 
upon him by the Bangor City Council. 

Mr. H. G. Lepper, M.R.c.v.s., of Aylesbury, was presented 
by his farmer and other friends with a silver salver and 
an illuminated album, as a token of esteem, on the occasion 
of his 80th birthday. 


Many familiar faces disappeared from our midst last 
year and perhaps one of the oldest practitioners to depart 
was Mr. James Rowe, in his 82nd year. He had been a 
member of the Central Society for 60 years. 

In spite of the veterinarf surgeon’s continuous associa- 
tion with horses, it is not often that he is killed by 
one, as most unfortunately was Major Charles Hartley. 
The Major was at camp on Salisbury Plain and sustained 
internal injuries due to the kick of a troop horse. 

The deaths occurred also of Arthu® Holman Berry, 
Superintending Inspector, Ministry of Agriculture ; Captain 
V. Pride-Jones, veterinary surgeon to the Jockey Club, 
and Mr. A. S. Adams of Dursley, who rendered long and 
capable service at Treasurer to the Mid-West and South 
Wales Division. 

Captain J. T. Ainslie Walker, joint author of 
universally-used Rideal-Walker Test for Antiseptics, died 
in August. 

Finally, it is with great regret that I have to record the 
passing of our genial colleague, J. H. Carter, F.R.C.V.S+, 
F.R.S.E. He was a member of Council, R.C.V.S., since 
1897, and was beloved of all. 


— 


462, No. 17. Vow. xi. 


Veterinary Journal.”’ 


We have to hand the Veterinary Journal for March, 
1931. Its issue has evidently been somewhat delayed, 
but by this delay it loses none of its interest. It takes 
the form of a special surgical number, the whole of its 
pages being devoted to surgical and allied articles. Many 
of the articles are original and they are certain to be read 
with avidity. As behoves modern times, the surgery 
of the dog is well represented. We advise all practitioners 
and students to peruse its pages, for the only way to keep 
up-to-date in any subject is to study comtempory litera- 
ture. 


Officers’ Photographs Wanted. 


Dr. H. H. Curson, Hon. Seeretary-Treasurer of the South 
African Veterinary Medical Association, who is writing 
the history of Army Veterinary Services in South Africa, 
is desirous of obtaining photographs of the following 
officers :— 

T. P. Gudgin, v.v.o., Imperial Army, South Africa, 
1879-81. 

J. C. Berne, s.v.o., Imperial Army, South Africa, 1892-95. 

R. T. Frost, s v.o., Imperial Army, South Africa, 1895-98. 

If any readers, or old friends of the above officers, are 
in possession of photographs of them would they kindly 
send to Dr. Curson, P.O. Box Office 593, Pretoria. 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The Secretary, R.C.V.S., begs to acknowledge with 
thanks receipt of £1 sent anonymously. 
April 17th, 1931. 


Presentation to Captain H. E. Hobbs. 

In appreciation of his services in raising £20,000 for the 
rebuilding of the canine departments of the Royal 
Veterinary College and the establishment of a Professorship 
of Canine Medicine and Surgery, Captain H. E. Hobbs, 
founder and organiser of the Tail-wagger movement, was 
presented with a gold cigarette case by the chairman, Sir 
Merrik R. Burrell. 

Professor Share-Jones’s Plea for British Farm Produce. 

Addressing «a Liberal meeting at Wistanswick, Shrop- 
shire, the centre of an important agricultural area, Pro- 
fessor Share-Jones, Past-President of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, and prospective Liberal candidate 
for the Oswestry Division, condemned the growing practice 
ol deerving the products of the British farmer. Speeches 
liad been made recently, he said, that were most damaging 
to the industry. As the speakers were sometimes gentlemen 
of great eminence in their own particular spheres, their 
speeches obtained widespread publicity. 

The British public were easily scared, and the British 
farmer suffered. Our public water supplies were not 
generally condemned because some authorities found 
samples on analysis unfit for human consumption; the 
authorities set about effecting an improvement. It was 
the same with our meat and milk supplies. The merits of 
foreign products were displayed at every corner and dis- 
plaved on every billposting station. Samples of imported 
butter and cheese were sold in shops run by the Government 
and represented on advertisements on the doorstep of 
Cheshire. 

When we ceased to foul our own markets and gave 
the housewife the facts she would buy British food, and 
hundreds of millions of pounds would be conserved to this 
country each year, which we were now paying to other 
countries for food which we were better able to produce 


for ourselves. Our capacity for production had been proved. 
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Clinical and Case Reports. 


Unusual Injuries in a Road Accident. 


By F. J. Taylor, M.R.C.V.S., and E. J. Heather, 
M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., Oxford. 


The subject of this case was a pony, 14:3 hands high, 
about eighteen years old, with a considerable amount of 
thoroughbred blood in its veins, which was involved in 
an accident with another horse-drawn vehicle in the course 
of its work on milk delivery. 

After the accident the pony was led back to the stable, 
a distance of two and a half miles, and professional 
assistance was called in. 

At this time it was discovered to be in great distress, 
sweating profusely, with accelerated respiration and pulse, 
moving uneasily on its hocks as if about to assume a 
crouching position. There was a deep punctured wound, 
below the offside shoulder joint, which extended at least 
down to the antero-internal face of the humerus and a 
lacerated wound across the anterior face of the right 
fetlock. 

The general symptoms continued without intermission 
until death supervened quite suddenly some seven hours 
later. 

Upon autopsy it was discovered that the punctured 
wound below the offside shoulder joint extended through 
the tissues posterior to the humerus, entered the thorax 
by fracturing che fifth rib at its sternocostal juncture, 
passed through the thoracic cavity and entered the 
abdominal cavity through the centre of the diaphragm. 

Eleven feet of small intestine had been forced into the 
thorax through the opening in the diaphragm and_ there 
was a rupture of the diaphragmatic flexure of the large 
colon. 

Splinters of wood were discovered adhering to — the 
humerus, evidently detached from the penetrating body. 

Upon enquiry the driver of the pony stated that the 
other horse involved in the vecident met him head on and 
slightly to the off-side, while it was travelling at a fast 
pace. It appeared to him that the off shaft of the approach- 
vehicle struck his pony in the shoulder and that both 
animals immediately recoiled from one another, the impact 
being momentary. He had no knowledge of the penetra- 
tion by the shaft of the other vehicle which had occurred. 


Ascaris lumbricoides Linnzeus 1758 in 
a Calf. 


By A. W. Noel Pillers, F R.C.V.S. 


It is not often that practitioners find asearids 
bovines and are called upon to treat them in this country. 
The following note on the clinical and helminthological 
aspects of such a case may, therefore, be of some interest. 
It occurred in the practice of Mr. W. Kendrick, M.k.c.v.s., 
of Tarvin, Cheshire, and I am indebted to him for the 
material. 

On January 13th he forwarded a large white worm which 
was said to have been found adhering to the hair of a 
calf, near the anus. Microscopic examination of faces 
taken from the host’s rectum revealed the presence of 
numerous ascaris eggs. There were many pigs on the 
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premises, but as there appeared to be no possibility of 
the calf having eaten pigs’ feces, the case was regarded 
us one of true parasitism. On January 16th another worm 
was seen hanging from the anus and on January 21st | 
received a sample of faeces and a worm which had been 
removed from the rectum. There were numerous ascaris 
eggs in the dung. 

The calf, a shorthorn heifer, was born on October 15th, 
1930, and was reared with four others of different ages. 
As the dam of this particular animal was a very good 
cow the owner was anxious to have the calf treated. When 
seen on January 15th there was a history of a normal 
appetite with loss of flesh during the last three weeks. 
There had been attacks of diarrhoea and the animal was 
now emaciated. There was no cough. The four other 
calves had received the same diet and ‘were in good condi- 
tion. 

The patient was placed in a clean box and fasted for 
twenty-four hours. It was then given a drench of lysol 
and turpentine zi, in water After this sloppy dict 
was offered. On the following day the lysol and turpentine 
were repeated in 3v linseed oil; that afternoon fourteen 
large white worms were passed. I examined ten of these 
und some faces, which still contained ascaris eggs. 

A weekly dose of the first drench was given five times. 
The animal improved greatly and although other worms 
were passed no record of them was kept. Faces taken 
on March 3rd contained a few coccidia (Eimeria surni), 
but no ascaris eggs, although there was a worm in the 
rectum. In all 18 worms were collected; three before 
and fifteen after treatment. I cleared all the worms sent 
to me and compared them with specimens of scarts 
lumbricoides from man, the chimpanzee and the pig, and 
could detect no important differences. The eggs in the 
several samples of faces resembled those of this species 
in dimensions and design. Apparently there are no morpho- 
logical differences between the ascaris of man and that of 
the pig, so that A. suilla, A. suum and A. suis are 
synonyms of 1. lumbricoides. There are, however, differ- 
ences of a physiological nature. 

An attempt was made to trace the origin of the infesta- 
tion. No history of worm invasion could be obtained from 
any of the children, youths or adults on the farm and there 
was no evidence of recent emptying of human excreta 
tanks. It was considered undesirable to ask for samples of 
human stools. As has already been said, a number of 
pigs were kept on the premises and worms had_ been 
seen from time to time; ample opportunity existed for 
carrying faces laden with eggs into the calf shed. It 
therefore seems likely that the worms in the calf were 
the “‘ porcine strain.’’ It is difficult to say why only one 
calf developed adult worms, as apparently the chances 
of ingesting eggs appear to have been equal for all the 
calves. No ascaris eggs were, however, found by Mr. 
Kendrick in a mixed sample of their faeces. The dam’s 
feces contained no ascaris eggs; such an examination was 
the best one could do to rule out pre-natal infection. 

In addition to being a parasite of man and the pig, 
Baylis (1929) states that this species occurs occasionally 
in sheep and cattle and has more than once been recorded 
from the dog. He gives Ascaris ovis Rudolphi as a 
synonym. According to him A. equorum (A. megalocepha- 
la) has on rare occasions been found in the ox. The present 


calf worms, however, did not resemble this species in the 
structure of the lips. The usual large white worm of the 
calf in several countries is A. vitulorum, Gveze, 1872, which 
has a ventriculus joining the cesophagus to the intestine 
and no papillae on the lips, 1. lumbricoides has a simple 
«wsophageal-intestinal junction and papillae on each lip. On 
re-examining some ascarids from calves in West Africa | 
found them also to conform to the latter species. 
SUMMARY. 

An account is given of the diagnosis and treatment of a 
case of ascariasis due to Ascaris lumbricoides in a three 
months old shorthorn heifer calf in Cheshire. 
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Avian Pox Immunization. 


By Z. Morcos, M.V.Sc., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.H., 
PROFESSOR OF BACTERIOLOGY, CArRO SCHOOL OF VETERINARY 
MEDICINE. 


Ingyptian-bred birds were used in the following experi- 
ments. 

Virulent or chemically-treated emulsions of pox lesions 
were made throughout—roughly one gram of the lesion 
added to 200 c.c. 70 per cent. glycerine; opacity equiva- 
lent to 1/1,000 barium sulphate solution. 

EXPERIMENT 1. 

Pigeons Nos. 1 and 2 were searified round the nasal 
ppenings and on the buceal mucous membrane with on 
emulsion of lesions from an infected fowl. 

Pigeon No. 1.—Small, pin head, grey white raised 
lesions appeared 12 days after scarification on the buccal 
mucous membrane. Four days later, the small lesions ran 
together and formed the so-called diphtheritic-like mem- 
brane, while fresh lesions appeared at the angles of the 
mouth. This was followed by the appearance of srcall 
hard nodules round the nasal apertures, reaching the size 
of a millet seed or a pea by the 25th day of scarificatio.. 
No lesions were seen round the eyes, as usually happens 
with infected fowls or turkeys. 

Pigeon No. 2.—Lesions appeared on the 11th day of 
scarification, with the samg picture as above described. 

Pigeon No. 3.—Scarified with lesions from pigeon No. 1 
and developed lesions by the fifth day of scarification. 

VAccINE (a). 

Emulsified lesions from pigeons 1, 2 and 3 in 70 per 
cent. glycerine. 
EXPERIMENT 2. 

Fowls Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 were scarified with 
vaccine (a) on the leg after plucking the feathers of an 
area about 1} inches long. Ten days following tie 
vaccinated fowls and fowls Nos. 8 and 9 were scarified on 
the buccal mucous membrane with fowl virus. 

Fowls 8 and 9 (controls) developed lesions on the seventh 
and ninth days successfully, but the seven vaccinated 
fowls did not show any lesions and were released 21 days 
after the test. 

(Thus the fowl-pox virus, when passed through pigeons 
regardless of series passage, confers immunity to fowls). 
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In Egypt, most of bird fenciers and farmers keep both 
fowls and pigeons, and the following experiments were 
carried out to find a protective vaccine for both pigeons 
and fowls. 

EXPERIMENT 3. 

Dove 1, scarified round the nasal openings and oral 
cavity with pigeon virus and developed lesions at the seat 
of scarification on the 10th day; pea-sized nodules were 
well formed round the beak by the 25th day of infection. 

VAccINE (b). 

Lesions collected from the dove, emulsified in 70 per 
cent. glycerine ; a mortar was always used to bring material 
into a state of fine emulsion. 

Pigeons Nos. 4 and 5 were searified with Vaccine (b) dove 
Virus. 

Result. Both pigeons 4 and 5 developed lesions seven 
days after scarification. 

Thus pigeon-pox is infective to doves and the dove virus 
is not protective to pigeons, 

Vaccine (c). 

Vaccine (¢) was prepared from Vaccine (a), pigeon virus, 
and commercial formalin was added, 1 ¢.c. formalin to 
500 c.c. pigeon virus emulsion. 

Vaccine (c) was kept at room temperature two days 
before use, during which the vaccine was hand shaken 
at intervals. 

Pigeons 6-40, inclusive, also fowls 10-20, inclusive, were 
all scarified round the legs and nostrils with vaccine (c). 

Ten days later all the scarified pigeons and fowls were 
tested with the virus, pigeons with pigeon virus and fowls 
with fowl virus (not formalised). Pigeons 40 and 41 
(controls) were scarified with the pigeon virus used for 
testing the vaccinated pigeons and fowls 21 and 22 (con- 
trols) were tested with the fowl virus used for testing the 
vaccinated fowls. 

Result.—The control pigeons and fowls developed lesions 
within the tenth day of scarification, but all the vaccinated 
pigeons and fowls were kept under observation for three 
weeks without showing any lesions. 

Conciusiox.—Vaccine (c), 1/500 formalised pigeon virus 
protects both pigeons and fowls. 

SPARROWS. 
EXPERIMENT 4. 

Sparrows 1-8, inclusive, were fed (fowl virus emulsion 
added to drinking water and crushed rice) on infected fowl 
virus food on three successive days and fowl No. 23 (Control) 
was also fed on the same virus. 

Result.-The control fowl developed lesions on the tenth 
day of feeding, but the sparrows did not show any lesions 
for 12 days, after which all died, possibly due to captivity. 
Blood obtained from dead sparrows was scarified into a 
fowl No. 24, which did not develop any lesions for 20 days 
and on scarification with the fowl virus, it was infected 
15 days following scarification. 

Sparrows Nos. 9-14, inclusive, were forcibly fed on pigeon 
virus emulsion (pipette feeding : on the sparrow biting the 
pipette, one or two drops were allowed to run). 

Pigeon 42 (control) was scarified with the same virus used 
for sparrows and developed lesions on the eighth day of 
scarification, but the sparrows died 15 days after feeding 
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without any apparent lesions whatsoever in the oral cavity, 
round the face or in the alimentary tract. 

EXPERIMENT 5. 

Guinea-pig No. 1 was intradermally inoculated with the 
pigeon virus. 

Guinea-pig No. 2 was intradermally inoculated with the 
fowl virus. 

White rat No. 1 was inoculated with the same virus 
and route as guinea-pig No. 1. 

White rat No. 2 was inoculated with the same virus and 
route as guinea-pig No. 1. 

Pigeon 43 (control) scarified with the virus used for 
guinea-pig No. 1 and rat No. 1, and developed lesions 
9 days following. Fowl 25 scaritied with the virus used 
for guinea-pig No. 2 and rat No. 2 and developed lesions 
11 days following scarification. 

The guinea-pigs and white rats were kept under obser- 
vation for 21 days without any lesions. 

Infectivity of the blood of infected birds. 

Pigeons Nos. 44 and 45 were scarified with a drop of blood 
taken from the wing vein of an infected pigeon, five days 
after the appearance of symptoms, and both developed 
lesions on the 15th and 17th days. 

Pigeons Nos. 46 and 47 were scarified with a drop of blood 
taken from the wing vein of a pigeon four days before 
the appearance of lesions. Both pigeons were kept for 
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19 days without any lesions appearing and were infected 
eight days after scarification of pigeon virus taken from 
the lesions. 

Result.—The blood of an infected pox case is infective 
after the appearance of lesions ; possibly it is not sufficiently 
concentrated in the blood before the lesions are well 
established. 

EXPERIMEN? 6. 

Fowls Nos. 26, 27, 28 and 29 were scarified—seats right 
leg and oral cavity—with Vaccine (c) after 30 days’ storage 
at room temperature. Ten days later, the four vaccinated 
fowls and fowl No. 30 (control) were scarified round the 
left leg and wattle with fowl virus. 


Result.—Fow! No. 30 developed lesions 10 days after scari- 
fication, while fowls Nos. 26, 27, 28 and 29 were kept under 
observation for three weeks after the*virus test without 
the development of any lesions. 

Sections of head lesions revealed a central zone of 
necrosis, heavy round-cell infiltration and complete absence 
of leucocytic invasion. 


Summary. 


(1) 530 formalised pigeon virus emulsion, equivalent in 
capacity to {oop barium sulphate solution, ts protective to 
both fowls and pigeons. 

(2) The blood of an infected bird is infective. 

(3) The bird pox virus is not pathogenic to guinea-pigs 
and white rats on intradermal inoculation, and sparrows, 
when fed on the virus, do not show any apparent lesions. 

(4) Doves contract pigeon pox and the dove virus does 
not protect pigeons but is infective. 


Section of turkey’s head pox lesion. 

Objective 2/3, eye piece 10X. 
Central necrosis (N) and round cell infiltration (R) and 
complete absence of leucocytic invasion. 


Nodular ‘*‘ Dove *’ lesions round nasal openings (20 days 
after infection). 


lar ‘“‘ pigeon *’ lesions all over the beak and round 
(25 days after infection). Same photo enlarged (N=necrosis and R=round cells). 
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The Law Governing the Practice of Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery. 


By Proressor Dr, M. Biirai. 
Direktor des Veterinéramtes, Eidgenéssisches Volkswirt- 
schaftsdepartement, Bern. 


Attention has been paid to the official status of the 


veterinarian by every International Congress since they 
were initiated by Gamgee in 1863. New knowledge and 
new points of view make it essential that the law govern- 
ing the practice of veterinary medicine and surgery should 
be kept under review constantly. 

The results of the world war have been felt by the 
veterinary profession in common with other callings. 

In some countries the number of entrants to the pro- 
fession has been in excess of the demand, while in others 
there is a shortage of veterinarians. The position of the 
veterinary surgeon is becoming difficult owing to the 
increase in the number of teachers of agricultural science, 
but all opposition between veterinary and agricultural 
science could have been avoided. There is a very close 
relationship between the two. In many countries agricul- 
ture is one of the basal occupations, and it was this fact 
that lead to the development of official veterinary services. 
During the last 80 years immense progress has _ been 
made in the control of animal plagues, and in the pre- 
vention of the transmission of disease from animals to 
man. Veterinary congresses can play a great part in 


_strengthening the position of the veterinary services in 


whose provinces these duties lie, and it is hoped that 
officially organised veterinary services will be developed 
in all civilised countries, and further, that official touch 
between these services in the different countries will be 
maintained. 

At the First International Congress stress was laid upon 
the necessity of improved international co-operation, but 
little progress was made. Signs of progress are now 
becoming apparent in the establishment of the International 
des Epizooties in Paris and the Veterinary Committee of the 
League of Nations. These bring nearer the international 
control of animal diseases. 

The Veterinary Commitiee of the League of Nations 
has held many meetings, and the following subjects have 
heen considered: the organisation of veterinary services, 
the publication of bulletins, international co-operation for 
the improvement of the veterinary services, the setting up 
of an International Committee on curricula, the exchange 
of students and teachers, imports and exports, etc. 

The regulation of the trade in living animals, animal 
products and meat presents great difficulties, and it has 
to be admitted that in spite of good will no regulation 
giving general satisfaction has been arrived at. During 
recent years veterinary conferences between individual States 
have achieved agreement nd it seems possible that such 
agreements may perhaps form a basis for agreements on 


a larger scale in the future. One of the factors which 
hinders international agreement is the variation in agri- 
cultural conditions in the different countries. Congresses 
cannot, of course, do more than frame the general principles 
of procedure. Unfortunately, the investigations of recent 
years have shown that intermediate carriers of all kinds 
play a far more important part in the spread of diseases 
of animals than was formerly supposed, 
Il, 

Since the establishment of the first veterinary schools, 
veterinary instruction has developed enormously, and 
veterinary science is to-day recognised as an entity. With 
few exceptions, an academic certificate is essential for 
entrance to the institutions in which instruction in veterin- 
ary science is given. 

It has been a matter of debate whether it is preferable 
that instruction should be given at Veterinary High Schools 
or in a faculty that is an integral part of a University, 
but that is really a matter of secondary importance. Both 
have their advantages and disadvantages and further dis- 
cussion of the point is unprofitable. The standard of the 
teaching is, however, another matter. 

The question of the curriculum must be considered, 
and any delay in that consideration may be serious. The 
curriculum must be widened in order to keep pace with 
the expansion of the subjects necessary for veterinary 
education, hut this must not be done regardless of the 
increase in the cost of that education. The suggestion 
is made that the preliminary subjects of the veterinary 
course may be taken prior to entering the College or 
University, as the case may be. 

The author thinks that veterinary education should be 
more closely linked with agricultural education than it 
has been hitherto. The students of veterinary science 
are not drawn to-day from the agricultural classes to any- 
thing like the extent that they were in the past, and 
their knowledge of agricultural conditions is defective or 
absent altogether. 

The growth of the poultry industry points to another 
aspect of veterinary practice, which is at present catered 
for in a very inadequate manner. The diseases of bees 
also must be taken into account. 

Dr. Biirgi is strongly in favour of students spending 
some period in actual practice before they are granted 
their diploma. This should, in his view, be a compulsory 
part of their training. A part of this period should be 
spent in a slaughterhouse under the control of a veterinary 
surgeon. 

Ill. 

The broadening of the training of the veterinary student 
carries with it the right to claim veterinary control under 
Government of those phases of veterinary activity. All 
matters dealing with contagious diseases, veterinary police, 
and meat inspection should he entrusted to qualified veteri- 
narians only. This would be an immense advantage to 
the States. Veterinary control should also be established 
over foodstuffs of animal origin. 

Quackery should be forbidden absolutely, the sale of 
patent medicines should be stopped, and the composition 
oi all preparations sold should he published. 

Sera and vaccines should be tested officially and supplied 
only to veterinary surgeons. The sale by chemists of 
drugs, ete., in packages, to save the veterinary surgeon 
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the trouble of dispensing and packing, should be brought 
under official control. 


The Law Governing the Practice of Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery. 


By C. Sanz Ecana. 
Director del Matadero y Mercado de Ganados, Madrid. 


During the past 50 years the veterinary profession has 
developed its practical aspects to a greater degree than 
ny other profession and its mission has changed from that 
el attending to sick horses to duties such as the inspection 
of food. Hence, to-day we have what might be termed 
a veterinary science, whose branches concern widely different 
subjects, each of which is in some way concerned with 
domestic animals. 

We have at the present time four well-defined spheres of 
activity, namely, clinical work, sanitation, hygiene and 
zoctechnique. 

The clinician, devoted to the care of sick animals, 
differs from his predecessor in that he deals with all animals 
of economic interest to man and the steady advance of 
mechanical transport is daily encouraging him to find new 
fields of activity. He has been known in civilised countries 
ali along the ages and has from time to time been pro- 
tected by law. In Spain, as early as 1500 a.p., the practice 
of farriery was protected by an order of the King, many 
more concessions being made later on, in addition to rights 
to prosecute being given to local bodies of farriers. At 
the’ present time the clinician is fully protected against all 
usurpers. The Penal Code imposes a punishment of four 
months to two years’ imprisonment or a fine of from 
£30 to £500 upon any person practising an act which 
requires for its performapce an official diploma, without 
which it is illegal to treat or cure animals or to prescribe 
medicine, and even farriery can only be practised under 
the supervision of a qualified veterinary surgeon. Thus, 
in Spain, the clinician is protected in a wider sense than 
in any other country, and little more is to be desired. 

As to the Spanish veterinary surgeon's duties in the 
field of sanitation, he has been elected to take complete 
charge of the inspection of all foods of animal origin and 
it is to him that the complex svstem of inspection of 
abattoirs, markets and frontiers owes its existence. I 
is fully realised that it is only the veterinary surgeon 
who possesses the necessary training for this work. The 
necessity for the intervention of the chemist in the inspec- 
tion of milk is often discussed, but as his special knowledge 
would only enable him to detect abnormalities in the 
composition of the milk, and as this is of far less import- 
ance than the detection of bacteria and their toxins, the 
work has been placed entirely in the hands of the 
veterinary inspector. It was the Spanish Government that 
first realised the importance of transferring the work 
of food inspection to professional men. Even in 1859 the 
inspection of meat in all abattoirs by a veterinary surgeon 
was made compulsory by law, and in 1908 he was made 
responsible for all inspection of meat, milk and fruit. This 
includes supervision of all establishments dealing with 
these products. Inspection of dairies involves a supervision 
of the animals, their fodder, the sanitary state of the 
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buildings and the application of scientific methods of 
diagnosis when disease is suspected. The officers also have 
the power of inspecting meat, fish, fruit or vegetablés in 
any hotel, restaurant, public house or boarding-house. 
At present the whole of this work is performed by veterinary 
surgeons, none of the work being left to laymen. . 

Veterinary surgeons have for « long time realised the 
importance of preventive measures in guarding the health 
of domestic animals, but the application of these measures 
is often difficult, because many owners of animals. still 
retain the old Roman conception of the individual's right 
over his own property, but we believe that the State is 
perfectly justified in intervening in the matter of protecting 
animals against disease, because it would be in the nature 
of a safeguard upon a valuable national asset. The day 
may not be far distant when the State will compel its 
farmers to use modern methods of animal husbandry. Even 
now practically all governments have intervened to control 
contagious diseases, 

In spite of its rigorous laws against quackery, Spain 
still allows farmers to vaccinate their own animals in so far 
as it is done as a prophylactic measure. The veterinary 
profession opposes this on the ground that training is 
necessary to do it efficiently and with the minimum of 
danger. 

The object of zootechnique is the improvement of the 
economic exploitation of animals and the science is therefore 
mainly concerned with genetics and the breeding of animals 
which transmit useful characters to their progeny. It 
would be too bold to assert that the veterinary surgeon 
is capable of dealing with the whole of this science, but 
he is undoubtedly far better trained for it than most other 
professions, if only from his early training in anatomy, 
physiology, and chemistry; in fact, most training centres 
for students of agriculture now include these subjects. 
We believe that the veterinary surgeon should take part 
in all researches in this science, 

To summarise, we would say that the veterinary surgeon 
should deal exclusively with the clinical treatment of all 
domestic and industrial animals and of wild animals in 
captivity; with the inspection of food of animal origin; 
with the prophylaxis or curative treatment of infectious 
diseases, and that he should control the use of all biological 
products and should at least take part in all work concerned 
with the improvement of livestock. 

R. S. R. 


Legislation in Connection with Veterinary Medicine. 


By Proressor Dr. LECLAINCHE. 
Inspecteur Général, Chef des Services” Vétérinaires au 
Ministére de l’Agriculture, Paris. 


In practically all parts of the world the practice of 
veterinary medicine is unrestricted, «nd generally speaking, 
attempts to obtain legal protection have failed. 

It would seem that a variety of reasons is accountable 
for this. Animals seem to be considered as ‘* things "’ 
and are excluded from the protection given to the “person” 
of human beings. Owners object to restraint in the 
treatment of their animals. It is a'leged that the veterin- 
ary profession is too smal! to permit a veterinary surgeon 
being called in’ in’ all eases, and the cost of so doing 
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must be considered. It may be added that the protection 
of the human subject does not eradicate quacks. 

Protection is, however, afforded to holders of veterinary 
diplomas im many countries. Organised instruction in 
veterinary medicine would seem to imply that logically its 
practice should be limited to qualified persons. 

It must be admitted that veterinary colleges afford only 
the indispensable minimum of instruction, and it is every- 
where recognised that the course of instruction should be 
prolonged. 

It is wrong to suppose, as has been done, that the 
training of veterinary surgeons is too scientific, and to 
think that cadres of graduates of a lower grade should 
he formed for general practice or special purposes such as 
obstetrics. 

The practitioner should be in a position to deal with 
the most difficult situations which may occur in his daily 
work. 

The objection that the veterinary profession is too small 
need not be considered, because the disappearance of the 
quack would immediately result in an increased recruitment. 

The author thinks that proper distribution of practitioners 
should be assured by governments by appropriate means. 

Quackery in human medicine survives and prospers, and 
this is not due to ignorance, as has been held. _ It 
prospers even among highly educated people. 

Quackery in veterinary medicine is more vulnerable 
because it is always rational and not mystical as it is 
in many cases in human medicine. 

These arguments are still valid for the establishment of 
control, 

The Geneva Conferences agree that the facilities afforded 
for traffic in animals and animal products should be 
under the control of the veterinary services in the various 
countries concerned. In order to fulfil this condition the 
disappearance of empiricism must be assumed. Its 
survival is incompatible with the sanitary reform now 
proposed. The diseases which affect animals and_ birds 
can only be kept in check by permanent veterinary control 
over all animals, implying the provision of health certificates 
for all animals leaving premises for destinations other than 
slaughter-houses. 

Such a conception of a preventive veterinary service 
requires as an essential preliminary the complete dis- 
appearance of quackery. How can this be attained? 

Legal intervention for the protection of a profession 
should not be invoked. The law passed in England in 
1881 is ineffective. What is necessary is absolute prohibi- 
tion, on the grounds of public interest, of the practice of 
veterinary medicine by unqualified persons. Any excep- 
tions to this are equivalent to legal protection for quackery, 
and it would be better to give up all control than to 
surrender complete suppression. Tolerance might be 
exercised in favour of quacks practising at the time of 
the passing of the law. But one condition would have 
to be rigidly adhered to, namely, the definite closure of 
the register within a very short time. This tolerance 
removes one of the principal objections to the control 
envisaged, that is to say, the impossibility of depriving 
certain persons of a right which had never been disputed. 

The law would, of course, apply only to “ professional *’ 
quacks. No one would think of interfering with voluntary 
assistance in urgent cases, 
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{The Diagnosis of Mastitis by Laboratory Methods. 
TaperRNoux, A., Rev, Vétérinaire, 1931, $3, 5-29. | 


The milk from a cow affected with mastitis may give 
definite gross indications of being abnormal; the odour 
may be foetid, the taste salty, or a copious deposit may 
form on standing. However, more often and generally in 
chronic mastitis, these signs are missing, so that help 
is sought from laboratory methods. 

A.—PuysicaL AND MErHops. 

Specific Gravity.—This is below normal in mastitis milk, 
but one must be certain that water has not been added. 

Hydrogen Ton Concentration.—The hydrogen ion con- 
centration of normal milk is pH 6°5-6-8; in mammary 
infection the pH of the milk often approaches that of 
blood pH=7°8, t.e., alkaline from the ionic standpoint. 
The pH may be colorimetrically determined by the use 
of brom-thymol-blue. Caution should be exercised in bas- 
ing a definite opinion on this finding, as the watering of 
milk and the formation of lactic acid in it will materially 
alter the hydrogen ion concentration, 

The Refraction Index of Lactoserum.—Although this 
is nearly constant for normal milk, the method is open 
to criticism. The results depends in a large degree upon 
the lactose content, so that any decrease of this substance 
(watering, mammitis) will give a lower figure. However, 
when lactic fermentation is established, lactose is 
diminished but, on the other hand, the lactic acid formed 
increases the value of the index. When watering may be 
ruled out and where tests show that the titratable acidity 
falls within normal limits, the refraction index gives valu- 
able help. 

Electrical Conductivity of Milk.—In brief, one can say 
that abnormal milks, being richer in ions than normal 
milk, offer less resistance. On the other hand, watered 
milk offers a greater resistance. But again one must take 
into account lactic fermentation; the dissociated ions of 
lactic acid will allow of an easier passage, so that one 
must only consider results obtained when the acidity is 
absolutely normal. 

B.—Cuemicat MeEtTHoDs, 

Dry Extract and Defatted Extract.—The defatted extract 
of normal milk is remarkably constant and rarely below 
90 gms. per litre. In mammitis the amount of defatted 
extract diminishes, 


Based upon these essential principles, the law should 
be framed as follows :— 

ARTICLE 1. 

The practice of veterinary medicine is prohibited to any- 
one soever not possessing the diploma of .... 

ARTICLE 2. 

Any such habitually carrying out or receiving payment 
for the treatment of animals is practising veterinary 
medicine illegally. 

ARTICLE 3. 

Temporary provisions, 

ARTICLE 4. 

Penalties, 

A. L. &, 
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Lactose.—The lactose content of mastitis milk is inferior 
to that of normal, but again one must take into account 
the effect of watering and of lactic fermenation. 

Sodium Chloride.—The salt content of normal milk 
varies between 1:5 and 1°83 gms. per litre. In watered 
milk the content is lowered and in mastitis milk raised, 
in the latter case to make up for lost lactose and to 
assure a constant molecular concentration. 

Protein and Ash.—Mammitis is accompanied by a 
diminution of total proteins; this loss is at the expense 
of the casein, the albumin and globulin increasing. 

The ash is increased in quantity in mastitis milks and 
they are richer in NaCl. 

C.—BiocHemicaL METHODS, 

Catalase.—This is a diastase of milk, usually of leuco- 
cytic but sometimes of microbial origin. It has the 
property of decomposing H,O,, liberating O,. Mastitis 
milks have a higher catalase figure than normal milks, 
depending on the number of leucocytes contained. This 
figure also varies with the race of the animal and with 
the bacterial content. Heated and pasteurised milks 
are poor in catalase. 

Reductase. This disease has the property of decolorising 
methylene blue. There are two kinds (1) of microbial 
origin; (2) aldehyde reductase. The former is of import- 
ance here as it gives an indication of the bacterial con- 
tent of the milk. In general one can say that the longer 
the time of decolorisation the less is the milk rich in 
reductase and thus in microbes, 

Mrtiops, 

Normal milk contains few leucocytes, whilst those 
abnormal contain a large number of white cells. One 
can determine the number and variety of these by centri- 
fuging the milk and examining stained smears of the 
deposit. In normal milk the leucocytic formula is similar 
to that of blood; the lymphocytic/polymorph — ratio — is 
about 2:1. In mastitis milk, nearly all the leucocytes 
(whose actual number is considerably increased) are 
polymorph; one finds 70 to 75 per cent. in mild coceal 
infections, 80 to 85 per cent. in streptococcic mastitis and 
up to 98 per cent. in certain poly-infections. 

METHODs. 

The first step, after the obtaining of a milk sample in 

a sterile manner, is to examine a stained smear. The 


streptococcus of contagious mastititis is Gram_ positive ; 
in acute cases it is seen in short chains of 8-40 cocci or 
in much longer chains (100-200 cocci) in chronic infec- 
tions. 

On the brom-cresol-purple medium recommended — by 
Klimmer, Haupt and Roots, the streptococcus of mastitis, 
produces in 24 hours colonies of 0-5 to 3 mm. in diameter ; 
their deep yellow colour, their opacity, their dark central 
zone and their clearer yellow periphery allows one to 
differentiate them. The colonies of St. lactis are usually 
quite small, nearly colourless, dew-drop-like and the 
surrounding medium does not change colour. 

The mastitis strept. reddens litmus milk, then coagulates 
it and then partly decolorises it from the bottom upwards. 
St. lactis decolorises the medium generally before coagu- 
lation. 

The mastitis streptococcus and others clot milk to which 
is added methylene blue without reducing it; Sf. lactis 
clots and reduces, 


In lactose broth the mastitis streptococcus forms flakes, 
whilst St. lactis gives a uniform turbidity. 

In broth medium, to which hippurate of soda has 
been added, benzoic acid and glycocoil are formed when 
the mastitis streptococcus has been grown; streptococci 
of human origin do not present this property. 


|The Treatment of Pododermatitis Chronica Verrucosa 

(Canker of the Horse’s Foot), Dr. Kaiser,  Tierérs. 

Rundschau, 1930, No. 4. | 

The author has used formalin for some time for this 
condition, He emphasises the importance of adequate 
surgical preparation of the foot, without which treatment 
by dressings is more or less useless. He operates on 
the standing animal with the aid of nerve block anzesthesia 
and secures hawmostasis by an Esmarch bandage. 
farrier prepares the hoof in the usual way. When all 
the diseased tissue is exposed some official ‘* Formalde- 


hydrum solutum ” is carefully dabbed on to it by a brush 
and a dry tow dressing applied to the foot and packed 
so as to obtain equalised pressure with the aid of a 
shoe plate. Excessive pressure may cause pressure necrosis 
and too little allows the unhealthy horn to proliferate too 
much. ‘Tar is applied to the exposed parts of the dress- 
ing and the horse put to work unless the ground is wet. 
The second dressing is done eight days after the first 
and Kaiser recommends that the shoe be removed to facili- 
tate this. Formalin is again applied as before, except 
to raw areas, which are treated with iodine followed by 
powdered formalin-gelatine. Soft tissue is first removed 
by a curette and a dry tow dressing applied again. 

The author states that cases can be cured with from 
two to four dressings (at one week intervals) and he 
regards formalin as 4 sovereign remedy for canker. Pro- 
fessor Fréhner, in a short note in number cight of the 
same journal, in allusion to Kaiser's article, draws atten- 
tion to the fact that he has in all his published books and 
papers on canker emphasised that formalin should — be 
used with the greatest caution and should be applied 
only once in the treatment of this condition. 

Dr. Koch, in number 10 of the same journal, advises 
against the usé of formalin owing to the destructive effect 
that it may have on the tissues of the foot if applied 
in excess or carelessly. He himself warmly recommends 
which was 


a proprietary preparation calfed ‘ Cancerex ’ 
designed to take effect on the principles of cellular 
therapy, for a note on which the reader is referred to an 
abstract of a paper by Dr. Pfeiler, which appeared in 
number 16 of the Veterinary Record, April 18th, 1931. 
(The above-mentioned objections to the tse of formalin 
for canker are probably not applicable to the preparation 
containing formalin recommended by Mr. Nairn of 
Blairgowrie. See Veterinary Record, No. 6, February 
7th, 1931.) J. T. E. 


[Milk Secretion in the Foal (Mjélksekretion Hos F®l). 
HALLGREN, W.; Skand, Vet-Tidskft, xxi, 2, 48-59.]. 
Abnormalities in incidence of mammary secretion gener- 

ally are discussed (gyno masty, secretion of false preg- 

nancy). Secretion in the new born is most common in 
the foal and then in the female only. (This secretion, lac 
neonatorum, is known in Swedish as  Hiixmjélken). 
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Several recorded cases are discussed. In Sweden the 
phenomenon has been reported from various districts. The 
author records several of his own cases (including analyses 
of milk and post-mortem examination); and from = such 
evidence discusses the various theories dealing with lacta- 
tion in the new-born. He does not believe that it is heredi- 
tary; he gives evidence why it should be regarded as a 
true secretion and not a degeneration product. Possible 
causes are analysed, but only inferred conclusions arrived 
at. Treatment is not often called for, but can be directed 
along general lines; daily withdrawal of the milk is 
advised. G. B. B. 
| Experiments in Differentiation of Streptococcus Mast. 
and Streptococcus lactis (Streploccus Mast. Strépto- 
coceus lact: Nagra Kontrollférsék), By Gusrarson, 

F.; Sk, Vet-Tidskft, xxi, 2, 41-47. ] 

The author reports experiments which indicate that the 
methods for the differential diagnosis of S. mast. and 
S. lactis do not give accurate results, but only indicate 
the probability of the existence of one type or the other. 

The present tests are based on the behaviour of these 
two streptococci in (a) milk; (b) milk and pigments like 
litmus methylene blue; (c) in a substrate containing 
K.B.Cs.; (d) litmus milk at 10°C. Danish investigators 
have reached the same conclusions. 

G. B. B. 
{Annual Report of the Stockholm Abattoir for 1929 (Stock- 
holm stads slakthus och saluhallar). Abst. Sk. Vel-tidskft. 

xxi, 2, 69-70. ] 

Gives résumé of statistics on (a) the amount of meat 
eonsumed per head of population; (b) the total number 
carcasses condemned and the reasons for this. ‘Tuberculous 
changes occurred in 33°84 per cent. of the larger animals, 
in 1:37 per cent. larger calves, 0-07 in smaller calves, 
0-08 per cent. in sheep, 1°62 per cent. in pigs. Trichinosis 
was absent. Similar figures are given for exported meat 
under bacteriological control. Mention is made of the 
detection of septicemia in 22-69 per cent. of total cases 
examined bacteriologically. Amongst 291 carcasses of adult 
cattle 28 were proven septicamic (streptococci 17, coli 
bacteria 11). Further statistics are given for calves, sheep 
and pigs and three foals. 

G. B. B. 
| Immunisation Against Tuberculosis with Paratubercle 

Bacilli. Aterecnt, B., D.T.W., 1931, 39, 2, 19-20.] 

A small number of guinea-pigs received cither subcut- 
aneously or intraperitoneally injections of —paratubercle 
bacilli, the dose being one or two mgms. In one series 
one injection was given and in another three inoculations 
in a time interval of 48 days. All animals were tested 
for immunity, 28 days later, by the subcutaneous admini- 
stration of a bovine strain of the tubercle bacillus. Those 
animals which received the three doses of paratubercle 
bacilli lived on the average nearly twice as long as the 
controls, One cannot, however, conclude from this small 
experiment that an immunisation against tuberculosis 
may be produced by aspecific bacteria. 

It would also appear that the guinea-pig is not sus- 
ceptible to Johne’s bacillus, 

J. H. M, 


N.V.M.A. Divisional Reports. 
North of England Division.* 


Annual General Meeting at Darlington. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS AND INTRADERMAL TURERCULIN 
DEMONSTRATION, 


The Annual General Meeting of the North of England 
Division, N.V.M.A., was held at the Armstrong College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, on Saturday, March 7th, 1931. 

Demonstration.—In the forenoon, at Heddon Steads, 
a farm occupied by Mr. Spearman, the members of the 
Division had the privilege of seeing a demonstration given 
by Mr. R. E. Glover, of Cambridge, dealing with the 
double intradermal tuberculin test. 

Luncheon.—-The, Luncheon took. place in the University 
Union, College Road, at 1.30 p.m. 

Business Meeting. 

The Business Meeting was held in the Agricultural 
Department of the College, at 3 p.m., with the President, 
Councillor J. H. Taylor in the chair. 

The attendance book was signed by the following :— 
Messrs. C, Nicholson, F. Christopher, F. T. Finney, J. W. 
Rider, W. Jackson Young, H. S. Elphick, Dr. O. C. 
Bradley, Messrs. W. L. Stewart, W. H. Blackburn, T. 
Wilkinson, A. C, Forbes, J. Davidson, F. Pickering, C. G. 
Hill, A. Irvin, R. Barker, H. Hicks, H. P. Lightfoot, 
J. D. Peele, T. M. Mitchell, L. E. Perkins, H. B. Allan, 
EK. R. Callender, G. Durrant, J. Stewart, and J. R. Rider, 
Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors.—Messrs, R. E. Glover, S. Sharp (Hon. Secre- 
tary, Yorkshire Division), F. A. Davidson (Hon. Secre- 
tary, Dumfries and Galloway Division), G. C. Scott, and 
G. Oliver. 

The minutes having been approved, apologies for 
absence were submitted from the following :—Professor 
Hobday, Messrs. Bowman (President, Yorkshire Division), 
Hi. J. Dawes, Dr. Whitehouse, Colonel P. J. Simpson, 
Messrs. G. P. Male, T. R. Jarvie, W. B. Towell, G. M. 
Mitchell, H. Peele, and P. Snaith. <A telegram was also 
received during the proceedings from Professor J. B. 
Buxton. 

CORRESPONDENCE.—({1) the Secretary of the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, dated December 
23rd, acknowledging with thanks a cheque for £3 5s. 6d. 

(2) From Mr. Parker, resigning his membership of the 
Division, 

(3) From the Royal Sanitary Institute, which, said the 
Secretary, would be dealt with under the Council's 
report. 

Report OF COUNCIL. 

The Secretary read the report of the Council meeting 
held on January 23rd, 1931. 

The Council recommended that Mr, W. Jackson Young 
be asked to represent the Division at the Congress of 
the Royal Sanitary Institute. 

The Secretary reported that efforts had been made to 
induce Mr, Parker to re-consider his decision to resign 
from the Division, but without success. The Council, 
therefore, decided to accept Mr. Parker’s resignation. 


* Received for publication March 19th, 1931, . 


i 
4 
A 
. 
hk 
. 
‘ if 
‘ 
{ 
* 
® 
= 


April 25, 1931. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


No. 17. Vou. xt. 471 


The report was received and adopted by the meeting. 

Hon. Secretary’s Report and Financial Statement.— 
The report, which had been printed and issued to mem- 
bers, was regarded as very satisfactory and approved. 


Discussion en Tuberculin Test. 


In introducing Mr. R. E. Glover of Cambridge, 
Councillor TayLor before vacating the chair, said he also 
wished to welcome Dr. Bradley and Mr. Sharp. It was 
a pleasure to have Mr. Glover with them that day and 
to have him give them the benefit of his experience. 

Mr. GLOVER said that it was a privilege and pleasure 
to him to be able to demonstrate the test. He knew 
that some of the members were not altogether in agree- 
ment with his findings and he therefore invited a dis- 
cussion on the demonstration. ‘ 

Mr. H. S. Evpnick said he differed from Mr. Glover 
in one or two instances. There was one cow which was 
doubtful, while he put one positive that Mr. Glover said 
was negative. There was one cow which he would like 
to see re-tested before being fully satisfied. 

Mr. L.. F. Perkins asked if it made any difference as 
to the depth at which the injection took place into the 
skin. Also, what was the best disinfectant to use in 
cleansing the skin, and what was the exact dose recom- 
mended in the operation: -1 c.c. or +2 c.c.? 

Mr. C. G. Hitt said he thought they ought to go 
guardedly in such tests, because of the lack of unanimity 
as to results. 

Mr. Hicks asked if Mr. Glover attached much import- 
ance to the ophthalmic test, and Mr. H. P. Licutroor 
wanted to know what kind of reaction one would get 
when tuberculin was injected directly under the = skin; 
while Mr. N. Irvin asked if Mr. Glover used a fresh 
needle for each cow. Mr. H. B. Atnan referred to 
fungoid growths on the sites of injection. They were 
hard swellings, larger than the amount of — tuberculin 
injected. 

Mr. Grover, in reply, explained that several of the 
animals presented’ flat, slightly diffuse swellings and_ it 
was in regard to one of these cows that a difference 
of opinion had arisen. He quite appreciated the difficulties 
of Mr. Hill; the cow in question had shown cnly a very 
slight thickening of the inoculated fold of skin, but he 
had no hesitation in regarding this as a positive reaction. 
He wished to point out that an ill-defined swelling with 
a slight thickening of the skin below the point of inocula- 
tion should be classified as a reaction. In interpreting the 
results, it was of the utmost importance to fix the type 


of swelling in the non-reacting animal; any deviation . 


from this must be regarded as a reaction. Once doutbful 
reactions were recognised, difficulties in the interpretation 
of the test were bound to arise. 

With regard to the depth of the inoculation, the Tuber- 
culin Committee undertook comparative experiments on 
superficial and deep inoculations and found that, in every 
case, more clear-cut reactions were obtained with the 
deeper injections. The choice of a disinfectant for the 
skin was not of great importance but he favoured a two 
per cent. solution of lysol. He strongly recommended a 
strict adherence to the dose recommended, i.e., 0°1 c.c., 
which was quite sufficient to produce a clear-cut reaction 
ina tuberculous animal. The ophthalmic test was not 


generally used. The Tuberculin Committee had carefully 
considered the reliability of this method and had recom- 
mended that either it should be discontinued or it should 
be applied at the discretion of the practitioner. He sug- 
gested that needles might be disinfected in absolute alcohol. 
He was unable to furnish an explanation of the fungoid 
growths mentioned by Mr. Allan, but would like to point 
out that sometimes necrotic centres were formed in large 
reacting swellings. 

Votes of thanks were awarded to Mr. Glover, to Mr. 
Pickering and to Mr. Spearman, for the demonstration. 

In acknowledging the compliment, Mr. GLoveR sug- 
gested that, where possible, members should endeavour 
to follow up animals which they had tested, to see whether 
their interpretations of the test were correct. 

INDUCTION OF NEW PRESIDENT.—Councillor Taytor 
said that, at the last meeting, it was proposed, seconded 
and carried that their old friend, Mr. W. H. Blackburn, 
South Hetton, be elected President of this Association for 
the ensuing year. Mr. Blackburn was well known to 
them all. He (Mr. Taylor) was quite sure that the 
dignity of the chair would lose nothing by Mr. Blackburn's 
occupation of it; indeed, he would add Justre to it. He 
wished Mr, Blackburn a happy year of office. 


President’s Address, 


Mr. Blackburn, in accepting the position amidst cheers, 
said :— 

I have to thank you for the honour you have conferred 
upon me in electing me President for the ensuing year. 
Before accepting the position, however, 1 experienced 
great hesitation, for several reasons, the chief of which 
was that I felt a younger man would occupy the chair more 
efficiently than I can hope to do. _ 

Presidential addresses, to my mind, are usually repeti- 
tions—often of an optimistic tone, and at other times 
tending to be pessimistic in visualising the future of 
the profession, when probably a middle course would be 
safer in making a_ forecast. 

It is something like 25 years ago since I occupied a 
similar position, in what was then the South Durham 
and North Yorkshire Veterinary Association, and it is 
pleasing to see here to-day several gentlemen who were 
members of the latter body then and who are still keen 
and interested in the work of the North of England Divi- 
sion, N.V.M.A. 

During that time a good deal of water has flowed under 
the bridge, and many changes have taken place in the 
profession—the most striking one, to my mind, being 
the loss of horse practice to many veterinary surgeons 
owing to the advent of motor transport, “as there is no 
gainsaying the fact that the substitution of mechanical 
for that of horse haulage has had a most detrimental 
effect upon the general practitioner from a financial stand- 
point. While this development may be regarded as part of 
the price of progress, it must be conceded that, from an 
economic point of view, the retention of horse transport 
for certain classes of work undoubtedly has an advantage 
over motor transport; again, in many cases, the adoption 
of motors is due, not to any gain economically but to a 
compliance with the fashion of the day, some firms being 
prejudiced against the horse and favouring mechanical 
haulage because they think it} more up-to-date, 
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Some weeks ago the Daily Mail published the follow- 
ing :— 

‘The disappearance of the horse from the streets of 
the great cities has drawn one stage nearer completion 
in the London, Midland and Scottish Railway Co.’s deter- 
mination to adopt mechanical horses at three important 
goods stations. The mehanical horse which the Company 
is introducing is a_ three-wheeled creature, capable of 
drawing loads up to three tons, which can move at a 
speed of 18 miles an hour. It is reported to be cheaper 
and handier in working than the quadruped. Even if 
this advice should prove unsatisfactory in actual working 
the horse is plainly doomed as a means of ‘transport in 
this mechanical age. The result is inevitable and it must 
have great economic importance.’’ 

This is only one example of what the press is doing, 
along with a powerful motor industry, to belittle the 
horse as an economic factor in haulage. 

There are people who believe and say that the horse 
has outlived his day, that his place is now in the museum, 
and they would have horse transport debarred from the 
streets of London. 

With the object of refuting such distorted statements, 
the National Horse Association of Great Britain—who have 
done an enormous amount of good werk in the interests 
of the horse—have issued a pamphlet showing the com- 
parative costings of horse versus motor transportation, 
and Sir John Moore has recently written a very able 
paper on ‘‘ The Horse and his Economic Usage.’? The 
details of costing, as given by Sir john, are some two 
two years old, and if they were taken now the compara- 
tive costings would show very much more to the advan- 
tage of the horse, the reason being the reduced prices of 
provender prevailing at present. 

Without giving any secrets away, I may say that at 
the moment a cart horse can be fed on a daily balanced 
ration for Is. 4}d., or 9s. 7jd. per week, while that 
much maligned animal, known as the pit pony, can be fed 
on a balanced ration of 7d. a day, or 4s. 1d. per week. 

The National Horse Association, in their campaign for 
the encouragement of the use of the horse for transport, 
should be supported by all means and in all ways. I believe 
this Division already subser*bes to the funds. 

Another instance of undue interference with the usefulness 
of the horse is that reported in the press only ten days 
ago, when a deputation was received by the Minister 
of Mines on the subject of the protection of pit ponies. 

This matter should be of general interest to this Division, 
and especially to those of us who are engaged in mining 
praciice. [| understand the deputation included representa- 
tives from :— 

1.—The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals. 

2.—Animal Defence Society. 

3.—National Council of Animal Wellare. 

4.—The Pit Ponies Protection Society. 

5.—The Animal Welfare Group in the House of Commons. 

It is quite obvious that these Societies, with their 
fantastic titles and their mischievous propaganda in_ this 
connection, are out to make the British public believe 
that horse haulage in mines can be dispensed with. It 
is generally thought that the R.S.P.C.A. would like 
Statutory Authority for their inspectors to examine animals 
that are working underground. 

With a view to reducing costs of horse transport, I 


am sure much could be done in shoeing, which is always 
an expensive item. My experience is that the rubber pad, 
on leather in use are very unsatisfactory on slippery roads. 
In addition, they are much too costly for general use, and 
if a method could be discovered of producing a non-slipping 
shoe at a low cost it would be a means of reducing the 
horse transport costs materially. 

Much useful work has been done recently in the investi- 
gation of problems relating to animal feeding, and such 
subjects as Dietetics and Nutrition are now of great 
importance in the veterinary curriculum, Mineral deficiency 
in food is also receiving «a large amount of attention, 
and it is now. definitely proved that there are certain 
diseases caused by the absence of minerals such as calcium 
and phosphorus; for instance, milk fever, which has for 
34 years been successfully treated by inflation of the udder, 
is now known to be due to acute calcium deficiency, which 
ui turn is acknowledged to be an important factor in’ the 
causation of the disease. 

On the question of the scientific feeding of animals, the 
veierinary surgeon can be of great assistance in reducing 
costs when consulted, as he is able to advise as to the best 
value in feeding constituents and the elimination of waste, 
for IT am convineed that a large proportion of horses in 
some studs are over fed; indeed, I venture to say under- 
ground animals are probably over fed to the extent of 75 
por cent. of the number employed. 

Two scheduled diseases, vic., tuberculosis foot- 
and-mouth disease, at the moment seem very much in the 
limelight. 

With regard to the former, which has now been studied 
constantly for a number of years by scientists, notwith- 
standing the incessant search for a cure, the problem of 
the best way of dealing with it and final eradication has 
nei yet been solved. 

The excitement which was caused in this country upon 
the news reaching us that Koch in Germany had secured 
« perfect antidote against all forms of tuberculosis by 
the simple hypodermic injection of a fluid which he called 
tuberculin will be within the memory of the older members 
of this Division. At this time many sanguine people 
thought a cure had been discovered, only to be disappointed 
when they learned that tuberculin was of use as a diagnostic 
agent only. Undoubtedly the possibilities of immunisation 
against tuberculosis are many, and in this connection one 
may refer to the experiments which are being carried out 
wth the B.C.G. tuberculosis vaccine. These seem to have 
given encouraging results, and have now reached the 
stage when immunisation of cattle against the disease 
appears to be feasible. I am afraid that cannot be said 
about another experiment recently carried out in Norfoli 
by a Mr. Spahlinger, a Swiss gentleman, whose formul: 
is said to be a dead secret for financial reasons. 

What result the effect of a proved vaccine on the bovine 
would have upon the Tuberculosis Order of 1925 I am 
unable to say. The proportion of infection in dairy cows 
is said to be not much under 30 per cent., and whilst 
I am aware that the Order was not expected to completely 
eridicate tuberculosis from bovines, it was purposely 
designed to remove, as far as possible, a source of 
immediate danger to human health, and at the same time 
decrease the number of infected animals liable to spread 
the disease amongst other animals, 
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After many years’ research and experimental work tor 
the causal organism of foot-and-mouth disease, some head- 
way seems to have been made recently. I believe a modifi- 
cation of the policy of slaughter (in which the Ministry 
has acted) is to be practised, in cases where the circum- 
stances are favourable, by applying to animals not them- 
seives infected, but exposed to infection, a serum, which 
will render them immune from the disease for about 
ten days. 
with it will still remain the basic policy. 

1 am afraid the British agriculturist to-day does rot 


Slaughter, however, as a means of dealing 


fully realise the wonderful results achieved by the Ministry 
() mean the Veterinary Staff) in dealing with recent out- 
breaks, and preventing the spread of the disease and not 
allowing it to become endemic in this country. 

1 find that the gross compensation patd by the State 
ty owners of cattle slaughtered last year for foot-and- 
mouth disease was under £2,000—surely a small sum when 
dealing with a disease so extraordinarily contagious. This 
is a great contrast with the position in the old days, when 
the loss to British agricul!turists was estimated to be several 
millions of pounds each year. 

No branch of veterinary work has developed and grown 
more than canine practice, which now provides employment 
to the general practitioner much more than formerly. 

The extraordinary part that dogs now play in our 
national life was well demonstrated last month in London 
at Cruft’s Show, when there was an entry of over 9,000 
aristocrats—-surely a huge number, many of which will 
require attention by the general practitioner throughout 
the country. It must be admitted, at the same time, 
that there is a good deal of work still being done by 
man, quacks and dispensaries for the poor, 


the doggy 
to the financial loss of the veterinary surgeon. 


That mysterious ailment in the dog—so-called hysteria 
| believe to be very prevalegt in this country, as I have 
seen nine cases in a restricted mining area, Along with 
the vaccine treatment for distemper, as prescribed by 
Laidlaw and Dunkin, the attention proper to such cases 
is likely to increase the work of the veterinary surgeon 
considerably. 

The International Veterinary Congress held during the 
past vear was, T understand, a great success in every way, 
and I believe the function has had far reaching results. 
The contributions by foreign delegates on such important 
subjects as tuberculosis, contagious abortion in cattle, 
and foot-and-mouth disease, seem to be of a very high 
standard and helpful in aiding further research work into 
diseases caused by filter passers. It is interesting to note 


in this connection that the first Congress ever held was - 


suggested and organised by an English veterinary surgeon 
66 vears ago. 

Very serious objection is being taken at the present time 
to the appointments of Veterinary Advisory Officers. These 
appointments and the Official Schedule issued by the 
Ministry of Agriculture for the guidance of Advisory Officers 
are strongly resented in some parts of the country by 
practitioners, who object to the Advisory Veterinary Officers 
giving advice relating to animal diseases, as this class 
of work obviously is having an adverse effect upon the 
interests and position of the general practitioner. We all 
know that the agricultural community, like many others, 
are not averse to receiving something for nothing. 1 
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think we, in Durham and Northumberland, cannot find 
any fault with what is being done here. 

Regarding the important question of meat inspection, 
there seems to be a general feeling in the profession that 
this subject is likely to become of much more importance 
in this country in the future, and there is certainly great 
need for it. 

In some quarters there is an impression that any Tom, 
Dick or Harry can inspect meat, and much of this work 
is now being done by sanitary inspectors, but if there 
Was a proper system established to include the inspection 
of all cattle previous to slaughter, openings would be 
created for such of our graduates as are, by special training 
and qualification, the persons most competent to carry 
out the work, 

The Agricultural Marketing Bill, which is very much 
in evidence, if passed, is likely to operate to the detriment 
of auctioneers, and result in the elimination of markets for 
fic stock. Tf it does beeeme law, drastic changes in 
the meat trade are likely to take place, and public 
abattoirs would seem to be imperative. 

The recent decision of the Council of the Royal College 
te introduce a five years’ course is an important event in 
the history of the profession. Owing to the increasing 
number of subjects taught, this lengthened period in’ the 
schools is considered to be necessary to-day. [suppose 
it is in keeping with other educational institutions, but 
five years of study for the diploma certainly seems a long 
time. 

It is very encouraging and gratifying to see younger 
men joining and taking an active interest in the North 
vo! England Veterinary Medical Association, and to my 
mind the only fear of the future is apathy and lack ol 
interest by the older members. 

Allow me to thank you again for the honour you have 
dene me, and to assure you that 1 will, with the help ol 
our able Secretary to guide me, do my best to further 
the interests and objects of this Association. 

Finally, | wish to draw your attention to the special 
effort which is being made to-day by the ladies to augment 
the depleted funds of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund. The administration of this fund is in very able 
hands, and the work of the Council at times must be 
difficult owing to lack of cash. 

The recipients must all be veterinary surgeons or their 
dependents. Due to no fault of their own—probably 
through illness or accident—-they have “ struck bad 
patch,’’ but by our efforts to-day we are endeavouring 
te alleviate their financial strain and doing something to 
“help the lame dog over the style.” 

Vores oF THanks. —Mr. Brackecrn then called for a 
hearty vote of thanks to Councillor Taylor for his work 
as President during the past year. 

In reply, Councillor Taytor remarked that the attend- 
ance of members at the meetings had been increased 
by 50 per cent. during the year. He wished to express 
his thanks to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Rider, for the 
assistance he had given him: there was no Society in 
England with a better Secretary and Treasurer than 
the North of England V.M.A. When they saw the pro- 
gress of the Association, they must acknowledge that its 
high state of efficiency was due to the work of Mr. Rider. 
(Applause. ) 
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North Wales Division.* 


-— 


President's Address and Intradermal Tuberculin Testing 
at Wrexham. 


 —— 


A meeting of the above Division was held on Friday, 
February 13th, at the Aber Hotel, near Bangor. The 
President, Mr. J. Cane, Wrexham, occupied the chair 
and the following members were present :—Messrs, Cart- 
wright, H. V. Hughes, H. L. Jones, W. O. Jones, 
Wynn Lloyd, Mills, Dr. Montgomerie, Messrs. Roberts, 
Rowlands, Savage, Thomas, Hugh Williams, and Wynne. 
Mr. K. D. Downham of Liverpool and Mr. R. E. Glover, 
of Cambridge, attended as visitors. Apologies for absence 
were received from Mr. Booth, Mr. T. M. Evans, Pro- 
fessor Gaiger, Principal Hobday, Professor Share-Jones 
and Mr. Wynne Williams. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
included in the report published in the Veterinary Record, 
were taken as read and were confirmed. Arising out of 
the minutes, Dr. Montgomerie asked the Secretary to 
read a statement with regard to a matter raised by Mr. 
hr. M. Evans at the last meeting. The statement had 
been signed by both Dr. Montgomerie and Mr. Evans as 
representing their views on the subject. The statement 
was as follows :—- 

At the meeting of the North Wales Division held at 
Rhyl on November 21st, Mr. T. M. Evans cited an instance 
of interference in his practice by the Veterinary Adviser. 
Dr. Montgomerie indicated that he believed Mr. Evans 
was mistaken and promised to look into the matter 
immediately. 

Correspondence since that date has cleared the position. 

Mr. Evans agrees that he appoved of the line 
adopted by the Adviser, was kept informed of all steps 
taken and of the” results obtained. He 
merely intended to make complaint that the Adviser had 
not kept promise to let him know the date on which 
he would take certain blood samples, so that Mr. Evans 
might be present. Mr. Evans wished to make no specific 
charges of anything like a breach of prefessional etiquette 
and hastened to tender his apology for anything which 
might be incorrect. 

Dr. Montgomerie had no recollection of the promise, 
which was not contained in any of his letters and could 
only have been made during a telephone conversation. 
He agreed that Mr. Evans’ recollection of the telephone 
conversation was more likely to be accurate and he, there- 
fore, accepted Mr. Evans’ view. He apologised for his 
failure to keep this promise and asked Mr. Evans to 


* Received for publication March 17th, 1931. 


On the call of Dr. Braptey (Edinburgh) Mr. Blackburn 
was also thanked for his fine address. 

Ladies’ Effort for the “ Victoria.’’—During the after- 
nvon the ladies and their friends held a highly successful 
Bridge and Whist Drive, in aid of the funds of the Victoria 
Veterinary Benevolent Fund. Special thanks are due to 
Mrs. ‘Taylor, Mrs. Doughty, Mrs. Finney, and Mrs. 
Pickering, for their individual efforts on behalf of the 
fund, and to various gentlemen for their donations and 
gifts of prizes. The sum realised reached the record total 


of £50 4s. 1d. 
J. R. River, Hon, Secretary. 
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accept his explanation that it was not in his mind even 
from the commencement of his work on this farm, With- 
out wishing to qualify that apology, Dr. Montgomeric 
regretted that his earlier letters did not cause Mr. Evan, 
to remind him of the promise before it was broken and 
that his atttention had not been drawn to the breach 
when the result of the tests was forwarded to Mr. Evans. 
(Signed.) 
T. Matpwyn Evans. 
R. F. MOnTGOMERIE. 
February 6th, 1931. 


It was agreed that the statement be minuted and given 
the same prominence as the remarks of the two gentle- 
men at the last meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

(1) From the widow of the late Mr. Richard Jones, 
thanking the members for their expression of sympathy in 
her bereavement. 

(2) From Mr. W. R. Davis, tendering his resignation 
from the Society. It was agreed that Mr. Davis’ resigna- 
tion be accepted with regret. 

(3) From the National Horse Association appealing 
for support. It was agreed to subscribe one guinea 
towards the Association. 

(4) From the Secretary of the R.C.V.S., acknowledging 
receipt of the resolution relating to the Veterinary 
Advisory Officership scheme, and stating that as the 
schedule of duties of the Officers was being revised the 
question would be reconsidered by the Committee of the 
Council at its next meeting. 

(5) From the Secretary of the N.V.M.A. acknowledging 
receipt of the resolution stating that 
the Council decided to give its full support to the resolu- 
tion. 

(6) From the Secretary of the N.V.M.A., intimating 
that the Division might appoint one member on _ the 
Council of that body for every 35 members or part thereof. 
It was agreed that the President and Mr. Montgomeriv 
represent the division in addition to the Hon. Secretary, 
who was an ex-officio member. 

(7) From the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
acknowledging receipt of £1 4s. 9d., the amount of the 
collection at the last mecting. The collecting box of 
the society was passed around during the meeting and 
the resulting collection amounted to 16s. 6d. 

Election of Fellows.—Messrs. J. Davies and W. F. 
Hughes were unanimously elected. 


President’s Addre:> 


The Presipent (Mr. J. Cane) now delivered the follow- 
ing address from the Chair :— 

In opening my address to you to-day | will first of 
all state that it is going to be short, as we have « 
most interesting subject and demonstration at hand of th. 
Double Intradermal Tuberculin Test and its interpt: 
tion, by a very well-known and experienced expon-cat, 
Mr. Glover, from the Institute of Animal Patholo.:., 
Cambridge. 

I wish to thank the members of the North Wales Divi- 
sion for the honour they have done me by electing me 
their President for 1931. 1 assure you it was unexpected 
and undeserved, for as I told you when I was elected, 
there are many others who should have taken the Chair 
before me. Nevertheless, I appreciate the honour most 
highly, and 1 will do my best to emulate the good examples 
set by me by my predecessors, and to make the session 
as entertaining as | possibly can. 

It is over 30 years since I qualified, and many changes 
have taken place in veterinary practice since then. In 
those days we used to ride or drive to cur cases. If | 
had to start again under those conditions I would surely 
not take up the veterinary profession as a_ livelihood, 
but to-day, with cars, it is an entirely different matter. 
For instance, one has now some prospect of getting back 
from a night case and partaking of some rest. The 
reference to motor cars brings me to one of the changes, 
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wis., the loss, or part loss, of horse practice—a great 
blow to many practitioners, particularly those who had 
town practices. Nevertheless, have always noticed 
throughout my years of experience in practice, that when 
me lost a good client or contract through his leaving 
the district, or a contract has ceased from some cause 
or other, another client or contract has always turned 
up to take his place. So with the loss of horse practice, 
it is to some extent replaced by the increase in the number 
of cattle in the country. Dog practice, too, has been 
tuken up by those who did not pay much attention to it 
before, Then again, the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) 
Act of 1915 and subsequent Orders, and the Tuberculosis 
Order of 1925 have come into force and have helped to 
make up for the loss for a good many of us. 

In reference to the Milk and Dairies Act and the Tuber- 
culosis Order, 1 should like to make a few remarks. 
In North Wales; in fact, in the whole of Wales, only 
ene county has appointed a whole-time Veterinary Officer, 
and that county, as you know, is Glanierganshire. Con- 
sequently, the Milk and Daries Act, although adopted, 
has not been extensively put into force, excepting in 
districts where the milk produced is sent to the large 
towns and boroughs.” Where this takes place those of 
us who are Veterinary Inspectors under the Milk and 
Dairies Act and the Tuberculosis Order derive consider- 
able work by way of inspection of dairies, through the 
constant finding of tubercle bacilli in the milk by the 
Public Health Department in the boroughs. 

Now I want to point out here the amount of good 
work we can do on such occasions to help the production 
of clean milk. Although under the Milk and Dairies Act 
no regular routine inspection of dairy herds is carried 
out in North Wales, we can, in the course of our practice 
us veterinary surgeons, try and induce the farmers to 
produce cleaner milk. We should point out how very 
few cows are cleaned or groomed as they should be, 
udders not washed or wiped down before milking, hands 
not washed before or even between milking different cows, 
and no effort in many cases to produce clean milk is 
attempted. We should point out to farmers the advantages 
of clipping flanks, quarters, tails and udders, and try 
and get them to become interested in the better grooming 
of their cows. 

The time is fast coming when these Welsh counties 
will be forced to put the “Milk and Daries Act into 
operation and to appoint whole-time Veterinary Officers. 
When this does come about, I sincerely hope that the 
authorities will not do as some counties have done, viz., 
appeint a Chief Veterinary Officer and several more 
Assistant Veterinary Officers. I consider this procedure 
most unfair to the general practitioner, as in all counties 
there are already appointed in the different districts, part- 
time Veterinary [Inspectors under the Local Authority, who 
carry out the Contagious Diseases of Animals Acts and 
Tuberculosis Orders and where necessary the Milk and 
Daries Act. I do not want to stand in the way of pro- 
gress, but we must look out for ourselves. I hope that 
when the Welsh County Councils adopt this Act and put 
it into force they will not cast aside those Veterinary 
Inspectors who have been doing those duties for them 
in the past, but that they will retain their services under 
a whole-time Chief Veterinary Inspector, who will be 
responsible to the Local Authority. It behoves us to make 
ourselves capable and competent to carry out these duties 
if called upon. 

VETERINARY STUDIES. 

You have heard for a long time about the proposed 
extension of the curriculum. [ believe it is finally settled 
to extend the course of study to five vears, and I notice 
in the Veterinary Record that it was reported that this 
five vears’ course is to commence as from October, 1932. 
This is, I consider, a very good decision, as veterinary 
education must be kept up-to-date. We hear 2 lot about 
the falling off of the numbers of veterinary students. 
Can one be surprised, when one reads in nearly every 
paper about the state of the Royal Veterinary College, 
and of the meagre support given by our own Government 
to veterinary science as compared with the endowment 
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of the science in other European countries? ‘The numbers 
of veterinary students are, in my opinion, likely to fall 
off still more when this extra year is added to the curri- 
culum. Nevertheless, | think those who intend to take 
up general practice and who are now in College are soon 
going to be in the ‘* Pound seats,’’ unless the country 
becomes flooded out with quacks and Poor People’s Dis- 
pensaries, etc. 

I should not care to suggest what subjects should be 
included in the syllabuy for the extra year, but [| should 
like to hear that twelve months’ practice had to be seen 
by each student before he qualified, and that for his own 
benefit, especially if he intends taking up general practice. 
To-day there is the greatest difficulty in getting a young 
qualified assistant who can go to his job and do it with 
confidence. There are plenty of opportunities open for 
this class of young qualified man to-day. If students 
really want to see practice with veterinary practitioners 
there are plenty of excellent opportunities for them, but 
the trouble is that they appear to have such exalted ideas 
as to their value or worth on such occasions, that it is 
almost impossible to entertain the idea of a pupil. In 
my day one had to pay a premium, as well as keep 
oneself, if one wanted to be with a veterinary surgeon 
who was considered of some repute and experience. 


PROSPECTS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


On the whole IT think prospects are good. Students 
have so many different branches from which to choose 
to-day. They take up academic work, there are Public 
Health Services (both Government, county and tunicipal), 
Colonial Veterinary Appointments and, lastly, general 
practice. 

The healthiest outlook for any of these branches for 
future veterinary surgeons, provided their qualifications are 
good enough, is going to be seen in the Colonial Veterinary 
Service. Judging from what T have read of the report 
of the Lord Lovat Committee, the suggested salaries range 
from £600 to well over £2,000 p.a. 1 sincerely hope the 
scheme materialises. 

As for general practice, T think the rising yeneration 
will more or less fight shy of this. My opinion is that 
this branch of veterinary work has the poorest outlook. 
We are told that the general practitioner is the backbone 
of the profession. That may be so, but if this policy 
of appointing whole-time Veterinary Officers all over the 
country continues, the general practiticner is going to be 
starved out of existence and the backbone of the profession 
is going to be broken. The practitioner will lose the 
part-time Inspectorships and he will have to content him- 
self with what he can get from dog practice, what is 
left of horse practice and the rest of rough and hard 
veterinary work, including night work; in fact, anything 
that is left after the cream has been taken away. There 
is no getting beyond this fact. 

What can we do to try and improve the lot of the 
general practitioner? My answer is, “ Do not neglect 
vour voting paper.’”?’ How many of us return them to 
Red Lion Square? = Judging from the number of votes 
recorded, very many never look at their voting papers 
after receiving them. Our governing body consists almost 
entirely of professors or teachers and whole-time officials; 
with but a few practitioners. The remedy is in the 
practitioners’ hands at election time; we should see that 
the practitioners nominated for election by the different 
Veterinary Medical Societies are supported. It is not 
necessary to vote for every vacant seat on Council, but 
plump for the men who will look after the practitioners’ 
interests, and leave the other seats: in so doing you give 
them a much better chance of getting on the Council. 

I think I have said enough and, in conclusion, may 
I ask you all to do your very best to attend as many 
meetings of this Society as you can? Bring with you any 
interesting pathological or post-mortem specimens, also 
reports of any interesting clinical cases. I am _ sincerely 
looking forward to your whole-hearted co-operation and 
help during my term of office, and from our worthy Secre- 
tary, Mr. Hughes, every guidance and assistance that 
he can give me. 

Mr. Wynne Lioyp said he wished to propose a very 
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hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Cane for his excellent 
address. He was delighted with the very practical sug- 
gestions put forward by the President and he assured 
him of the whole-hearted support of the members during 
his year of office. 

Mr. Wynne, in seconding, expressed his pleasure at 
having listened to Mr. Cane’s address. He considered 
that the members were under a debt of gratitude to him 
for such timely advice. The vote was carried amid 
acclamation, 


The Double Intradermal Tuberculin Test. 


The President then called upon Mr. Glover to address 
the meeting on ‘* The Double Intradermal Tuberculin 
Test.” 

Mr. GLover, who was applauded on rising, said he 
did not intend to deliver an address. He was very pleased 
to be present at the meeting and wished to demonstrate 
the test rather than to speak about it. He had read 
a paper on the subject to the Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
recently in which he had dealt fully with the question, 
but there were a few points in connection with the appli- 
cation of the test and with the reading of results which 
he thought he might mention before they went to the 
farm for the demonstration. Mr. Glover then proceeded 
to describe the technique of the test and stressed some of 
the details which he regarded as important for the success 
of the operation. He also dwelt upon the interpretation 
of the various results which might be obtained, and by 
the aid of diagrams, compared the results of the intra- 
dermal method of testing with those of the subcutaneous 
method. The members then walked over to a neighbouring 
farm where a herd of 17 cattle, including the bull, 
together with a goat, had been subjected to the test by 
Dr. Montgomerie and Mr. Rowlands. Each animal had 
been injected in one site with concentrated glycerine broth 
and in another with tuberculin. Out of the 17 cattle tested 
11 were pronounced by Mr. Glover as showing positive 
reactions. The goat also gave a positive reaction. The 
members spent a considerable amount of time examining 
the herd and exchanging opinions amongst themselves 
and with the demonstrator. Later they returned to the meet- 
ing room where a discussion on the results of the test 
was opened by Mr. Wynne, who said that he wished to 
thank Mr. Glover for coming to North Wales to deliver 
that excellent address and to demonstrate the application 
of the intradermal tuberculin test, which had proved very 
interesting. ‘* The double intradermal test,’’ he said, is 
a good test, which is easily applied, but the interpreta- 
tion of results gives rise to considerable trouble. The 
fact that it is necessary to have so many demonstrations 
up and down the country proves this. 

“Mr. Glover says ‘ No doubtful reactors—all should 
he classed reactors or non-reactors.’ Is it right that this 
dictum should stand? Is it in the best interests of the 
country that it should? 

“Mr. Glover has had much experience of this test, his 
views carry great weight, and we must respect them, 
but we are here to discuss this comparatively new method 
frankly, with the object of perfecting it, if possible. 

* Now, we all know that we sometimes come across 
borderline results. It has been said that all animals 
showing the slightest changes should be classed as tuber- 
culous. This may be correct in the majority of cases, 
but, is it always safe to act on this, and condemn an 
animal on very slender evidence? Is not the owner entitled 
to something more definite than this? A veterinary surgeon 
may be confronted with a case about which he has real 
doubt; he naturally tends to give that doubt in favour 
of the animal, and in so doing this he might be passing 
an animal that should be rejected. This is why I ask 
whether it is in the best interests of the country that all 
should be classed as reactors or non-reactors. I have no 
hesitation in saying that it would be far safer to recognise 
a doubtful class when testing under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, and that the Ministry of Health should 
issue instructions that all cows giving indefinite results 
should be retested by the subcutaneous or subpalpebral 
methods. This, I think, would make for efficiency, and 
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would be more satisfactory to all concerned. The owner 
would have the satisfaction of knowing that his anima! 
had not been condemned on insufficient grounds; the 
veterinary surgeon would be less likely to worry as to 
whether he had done right in condemning an animal, 
or, on the other hand, in allowing a certain cow to remain 
in a tubercle-free herd. Also, a retest by another method 
would provide additional safeguards tu the consumers «|! 
milk and to the public who have to pay for the upker) 
of sanatoria and orthopeedic clinics for the treatment «| 
tuberculosis of bovine origin. Further, if it were established 
that all animals about which there is any doubt were to 
be subjected to a different test before finally deciding, | 
think there would be much less likelihood of the Ministry 
of Health (in our case the Welsh Board of Health) doubting 
the findings of the veterinarian. This is almost inevitabl: 
while the present report form is in existence. Measure- 
ments are now acknowledged to be occasionally misleading 
and heat and pain are not constant. These variations 
render the reporting of results on paper somewhat difficult. 
It is only to be expected that a medical officer examining 
the reports might sometimes wonder, and say, ‘ Is_ this 
right? ’ or when he sees a measurement of perhaps double 
the original and yet the veterinary surgeon passes the 
cow. The intradermal tuberculin test report form under 
the Milk Designations Order should be reconsidered. 

** Unfortunately, I think, the Ministry of Health have 
thrown overboard the subcutaneous test on the advice 
of the Tuberculin Committee of the Medical Research 
Council. In effect, this body said: * Our adopted son, 
of American origin, is a fine fellow, we must give him 
every chance of developing and for this purpose we must 
get rid of the subcutaneous test. And the best way ol 
effecting this is to put plenty of weight round its neck 
and cast it into the deep.’ The Committee set about 
this by listing all the faults of this sturdy old servant ol 
nearly 40 years standing ; and, heavily weighted with these 
supposed drawbacks, overboard it had to go. But it did 
not sink, it kept floating, and it has now emerged from 
the ocean quite fit for further service. 1 believe that the 
Ministry of Health will soon realise that it was a mistake 
completely to abandon this method of testing. 

** Tt is curious that about the time they were considering 
this, the Government of the United States of America 
gave instructions that all cattle imported from Great 
Britain must be tested by the subcutaneous method before 
leaving this country, and that, in addition to this com- 
pulsory test, either the single intradermal or the double 
ophthalmic test, or both, might be carried out if desired.” 

Mr. Downnam was next asked to speak. He said he 
had enjoyed being present and thanked the President for 
giving him an opportunity of expressing his opinion. In 
the main he thought he was in agreement with Mr. 
Glover’s views; his differences appeared to be mostly a 
matter of degree. He was not prepared to say, as Mr. 
Glover had suggested, that there were never doubtful 
reactors. After testing a large number of cattle in this 
way he was definitely of the opinion that some 
reactions must be considered doubtful reactions. 
Looking over the herd that afternoon he thought 
Mr. Glover must agree that No. 16 was a doubtful case. 
When discussing the reaction with him, he stated that 
there was a marked difference in the character of the 
swelling now from what it was when he saw it an hour 
or two earlier. 

With regard to the site of injection, Mr. Downham 
thought there was another site quite as satisfactory a> 
the neck, viz., the caudal fold, and this was useful in 
cases where lice or other parasites had caused a thickening 
of the skin of the neck, and when testing bulls, in whicl: 
animals the skin is often very thick indeed in the neck 
region and the reaction sometimes difficult to read. 
Accogding to the regulations of the Ministry of Health, 
he believed the injection had to be made in the neck, 
but he thought that the caudal fold might be recognised 
as quite a satisfactory alternative. The caudal fold was 
certainly likely to be soiled with faces in some cases 
and on this account there was likely to be a local skin 
immunity against most organisms. The possibility ol 
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anyone confusing a septic swelling with a positive reaction 
in the caudal fold was almost impossible to imagine. 
The risk of contamination could be minimised by cleansing 
the part with spirit or ether. He had done some hundreds 
of tests in the caudal fold and had experienced no difficulty 
in reading the results. The subcutaneous tissue was not 
extensive in the caudal fold and, whilst it was possible to 
insert the needle in a position in the neck which was too 
superficial, it was more difiicult to inject too superficially 
in the caudal fold. 

Personally, he deprecated the use of a short thick needle 
and considered that, just as in the Schick test in the 
human subject, care must be exercised against damaging 
the tissues, so in intradermal testing of cattle every care 
must be taken, and a comparatively fine needle was more 
likely to be of use in this connection. 

When making the injection Mr. Downham inserted the 
needle with the syringe attached. 

Mr. Glover had stated that 5 per cent. more reactors 
would be found by using a second injeCtion than if only 
one injection was made. Mr. Downham thought that for 
many reasons this figure would be difficult to prove. One 
could not say what would happen at the time if no second 
injection had been given. He still required to see many 
more reactions followed by post-mortem and laboratory 
examination before he felt confident in saying that there 
were no doubtful cases, and he doubted whether that 
satisfactory position could ever be reached. He was in 
complete agreement with Mr. Glover that most doubtful 
reactors should be regarded as positive reactors. 

The test was undoubtedly an advance on the subcutancous 
method, in his opinion. 

Dr. MontGoMertr said he had had the special advantage 
of having Mr. Glover with him the previous evening 
and that morning, and he was therefore more competent 
then to express an opinion om the reactions. With regard 
to the needle, he used a short needle, so that he could 
inject it right up to the hilt. He would not care to use the 
syringe with the needle attached when testing the wild 
cattle sometimes met with in North Wales. His method, 
if the skin was thick, was to pick it up and put the needle 
in vertically, but if it was thin he inserted it in a slanting 
direction. He changed the needle when he came to do 
the bull in the herd which was under review. But with 
reference to what Mr. Downham had said with regard 
to the size of the needle, he felt that if a thick needle 
could cause damage to the site with resultant swelling 
then he would become hesitant as to the specificity of the 
test. In his opinion there were always some cases which 
would have to be considered doubtful reactors, but while 
they were inclined to give the benefit of the doubt to the 
animal in these cases they had to be careful not to go too 
far. He would always have the doubtful cases retested 
with the double intradermal test. The test, in his opinion, 
was a good one and he thought that much of the evidence 
which was produced against it was not legitimate. 

Mr. Liewetyn Jones, who followed, said that, with 
regard to the technique of the test, he found that shaving 
the area was liable to cause abrasion, therefore he now 
merely clipped the part and washed with plain soap and 
water, using no disinfectant. He minimised the risk of 
infection during the injection by starting off with two. 
saucepans containing boiling water and two dozen needles, 
so that each animal had a fresh needle. The fine needle 
he found awkward, as it often happened that there was 
difficulty in getting the tuberculin through it. As regards 
the depth of the injection, he thought that it was possible 
to insert the tuberculin too superficially and his aim was 
to insert it just deep enough to feel the bead. Of course, 
he agreed with the previous speakers that it was important 
to be sure that the tuberculin was reliable. 

Mr. Jones emphasised the value of experience in reading 
the results of the test. He felt that Mr. Glover's experience 
had brought him to a state of perfection in this connection. 
He himself used, at first, to pay too much attention to 
measurements. He still took measurements, but he realised 
now that the most important guide was palpation. He 
wetted his hands and laid the hair down flat. The swelling 
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could then be seen before it was palpated. In his experience 
of hall-yearly testing he noticed that the majority of 
reactors appeared in the fourth and fifth months. He 
wondered why. It suggested that the period of incubation 
of the disease was very different from what he had been 
taught. He added that in all cases of reactors he always 
found definite lesions. : 

Mr. SAvaGeE raised the point of the unfortunate position 
of the practitioner who might have tested a herd in which 
an animal had been condemned as a reactor. The animal 
might then be sold in the open market and be bought 
for another Grade A herd. There the cow was recognised 
and the question was asked, from where did it come? 

Mr. Hucnes asked Mr. Glover il he could explain 
why it was that, whilst a dose of tuberculin injected 
hypodermically produced a sensitivity which rendered the 
body incapable of reacting to a second test within say a 
month, yet -1 c.c. of the concentrated tuberculin (equal to 
1 c.c. of the ordinary tuberculin) could be injected weekly 
wthout producing any sensitivity. 


Tne 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. GLover said he was 
very sorry and disappointed that he seemed to have been 
unable to convince the meeting that there was no such 
thing as a “ doubtful reaction.”” He was inclined to 
think that sometimes the general practitioner in his anxiety 
to avoid the rejection of too many animals from a herd 
Was prone to give the benefit of the doubt to the owner, 
whereas he ought to give it to the test. This might 
appear, at first sight, to be an injustice to the farmer 
through the possibility of, occasionally classifying a non- 
affected animal as tuberculous. He thought that these 
cases would be extremely rare; moreover, it had to be 
remembered that if one infected animal was allowed to 
remain in the herd, it might work untold harm. Although 
he agreed that occasionally animals could and did recover 
from tuberculosis, he considered that the attitude of the 
American authorities that once an animal had reacted 
to the test it should always be regarded as a reactor, was 
the safest, and he thorefore thought that the Ministry 
of Health was right in refusing to allow animals to be 
retested onee they had reacted. 

Mr. GLover emphasised the value o! the simultaneous 
injection of glycerine broth, and impressed upen his hearers 
the necessity of realising the nature of the non-reacting 
swelling. Some members had spoken of the effect of a 
trauma at the site of injection, but he wished to point 
out that the reaction was definitely specific. The reaction 
in bulls was admittedly more difficult to interpret and he 
strongly advised the injection of glycerine broth as well 
as tuberculin. 

Dealing with the question of needles, he said he used a 
fairly long needle (1-5 cm.) which he inserted to its fullest 
extent: he objected to the very short type of needle on 
the ground that it made no gllowance for differences in 
the thickness of the skin. Te maintained that it was 
impossible entirely to disinfect the site of inoculation, 
but thought it was advisable to apply an antiseptic solution 
such as lysol. The needles could be stored in absolute 
alcohol. 

Mr. Llewelyn Jones had spoken of raising and maintain- 
ing a tubercle-free herd. This was a very difficult matter 
unless the herd was entirely self-contained. Where a herd 
was supplemented by the introduction of bought-in animals, 
break-downs often occurred, and even if the new-comers 
were isolated for a month before being admitted to the 
herd, success could not be guaranteed. He thought that 
the absence of sensitivity after repeated subcutaneous tests 
as opposed to the persistent sensitiveness to the intradermal 
test might be explained on the grounds that tuberculin 
was a complex product; the part which provoked — the 
thermal response might be different from that which caused 
the skin reaction. 

Mr. Glover concluded by thanking the members for their 
reception and he trusted that he had been able to give 
satisfactory answers to the points which had been raised 
in the discussion. 
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North Midland Division. 
Social Evening at Sheffield. 


A Social Evening was held at the Broombank Hotel, 
Sheffield, on March 28th, 1931, the proceedings taking 
the form of a dinner, followed by dancing and cards. 

The following were present: Mr. and Mrs. Bowett, Mr. 
D. D. Canning, Mr. McKeller, Miss Dunlop, Miss Ullyett, 
Mr. and Mrs. Collinson, Mr. and Mrs. Bagshaw, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hopkinson, Dr. and Mrs. Edington, Mr. Sharp, Mrs. 
Ilardwick, Mr. and Mrs. Furness, Mr. T. C. Fletcher, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lievesley, Mr. and Mrs. Green, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hudson, Miss Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. E. Marrison, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. P. Marrison, Mr. and Mrs. Nixon, Miss 
Nixon, Mr. and Mrs. Scott, Mr. Bynon, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thompson, Mr. Tullis, Miss Hinchliffe, Mr. Walker, Miss 
Airey, Mr. and Mrs. Tweed. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Major and Mrs. Abson, Major and Mrs. Rabagliati, Mr. 
and Mrs. Murgatroyd, Mr. Lloyd, Mr. and Mrs. Ludlow, 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith and Mr. Robinson. 

The attendance was not quite so large as last year, but 
nevertheless a most enjoyable evening was spent and every- 
one appeared to have a pleasant time. 

Mr. W. COoLLINSON, in preposing the health of the 
President, said that the President (Mr. R. Hudson) had 
been one of the pioneers of the Division and had served 
it loyally; he had always heen willing to give papers on 
professional subjects and demonstrated operations and his 
latest instruments which he had tried and devised himself, 
which had been of great interest and benefit to the Society. 
He could rely upon the support of all the members of the 
Division during his year of office and wished him every 
success. 

Mr. Hupson, in reply, said that he was honoured in 
being elected President for the second time and he would 
spare no effort to help on the Division He appealed to 
every member to do his best to assist the Division by 
attending the meetings, contributing papers, or taking 
part in the discussions, which would be of great benefit 
t» them all. He regretted that Mr. Lloyd and several 
other members were not present, and he hoped that all 
would enjoy themselves. 

The company then divided for dancing and a whist drive. 
The President kindly gave four prizes for the winning 
lady and gentleman in dancing and card playing. These 
were won by Mr. H. Thompson and Miss Airey for danc- 
ing, and Mr. Bowett and Mrs. Collinson for cards, being 


The Presipent then rose to propose a very hearty vote 
of thanks to Mr. Glover for attending that afternoon 
and giving them such a useful demonstration and for deal- 
ing so well with the difficulties raised by the speakers. 
He was personally very grateful to Mr. Glover and he felt 
sure that he was expressing the view of all those present. 
He also wished to include in the vote Dr. Montgomerie, 
Mr. Rowlands and Mr. Savage who were responsible for 
the preliminary work and without whom there would have 
been no demonstration. To Miss Griffith, too, he felt 
they were indebted, and he suggested that the Secretary 
write to express the appreciation of the members for ‘her 
kindness in allowing them access to the herd. Mr. 
LLEWELYN JONES seconded and the SECRETARY supported the 
resolution, which was carried amid applause. This 


terminated the meeting. 
Howe. V. HuGues, Hon. Secretary. 


afterwards presented by Mrs. amidst great 
applause. 

The evening concluded with a vote of thanks to Messrs. 
Tweed, Walker and Tullis for making the arrangements. 
A hearty welcome was given to all members of the pro- 
fession and their friends who joined us and the hope was 
expressed that all members would make an effort again 
next year to attend and bring as many friends as possible 
in order that another successful evening would be ensured. 


WILLIAM TWEED, Hon. Secretary. 


Hudson, 


Eastern Counties Division.* 


Annaal General Meeting at Norwich. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Division was hel 
at the Royal Hotel, Norwich, on Friday, February 20th, 
1931. 

The President, Professor J. B. Buxton, occupied th: 
chair, and there were also present Messrs. G. T. Matthews, 
W. H. Dennett, V. Boyle, B. A. Claxton, G. H. Leader, 
H. P. Standley, Senr., H. P. Standley, Junr., H. Low, 
W. J. Loveless, S. H. Hill J. M. Currie, W. F. Howes, 
W. Shipley, W. H. Wortley, Major T. G. Heatley and 
Colonel W. A. Wood (Hon. Secretary). 

The Minutes of the last meeting were taken as read 
and signed. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. F. Castle, W. J. Browning, H. L. Roberts, 
H. J. Loveless, P. Welch, C. C. Nesling, J. F. Thurston, 
C. W. Townsend, T. J. Bosworth, R. E. Glover, A. E. 
Barcham and H. E. Wilkinson. 

New Members.—Messrs. D. S. Jacks, of King’s Lynn, 
and A. Millar, of Bishop’s Stortford, having been proposed 
and seconded, were elected members of the Society. 

Resignation.—A letter was read from Mr. R. F. Bain, 
stating that he was no longer resident in the Division, 
and asking that his resignation be accepted. The resigna- 
tion was accepted with regret. 

Finance.—The Hon, Secretary stated that the financial 
position of the Society, as compared with last year, showed 
a considerable improvement. Ten new members had joined 
during the current year, subscriptions had come in well 
and expenses had been considerably reduced. The balance 
sheet passed by the Auditors, Messrs. Barcham and 
Buckingham, was submitted and accepted. 

Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund.—Mr. W. H. 
WorTLEY proposed that a donation of five guineas, in addi- 
tion to the annual subscription of the same amount, be given 
to the Victoria Benevolent Fund. This having been 
seconded, was passed unanimously. 


Election of Officers. 

President.—The_ retiring President, Professor J. B. 
Buxton, said that the main duty which he was called 
upon to perform as their President, and one of the most 
pleasurable, was to present for their consideration the 
name of his successor in that office. He had little doubt 
that most of them had already a name in their minds, 
and that it was the same in all instances. The claims 
which Mr. Standley held for the Presidentship of that 
Association was very many. His unceasing efforts over 
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many years to further their interests, as individuals and 
as a body corporate, were well known to all of 
them. His generous suppert of the Division, 
by his regular attendance at its meetings, often 
at considerable personal inconvenience, and by his 
contributions to its discussions, was an assurance that in 
honouring him they were safe-guarding their own interests. 
If a further reason were necessary, which was unthink- 
able, it would ke that, in as much as the Annual Congress 
of the N.V.M.A. was to be held in Norwich during the 
coming year, it was meet that one of her most prominent 
citizens should occupy the presidential chair of that Divi- 
sion on such an auspicious occasion, He formally moved 
that Mr. Harry Standley, Senr., be their President for 
the coming year. (Loud applause.) 

The motion was carried with acclamadion. 

Mr. Stanpey then took the chair. He said that if 
he could only manage to persuade himself that even half 
of what Professor Buxton had said of him was true, he 
would really feel sure that he was the most fit and 
proper person for the position he had aceepted. THe 
thanked the members for electing him President and 
would do his best for the Society during his term = of 
office. 

Vice-Presidents.—Professor J. B. Buxton, Major T. G. 
Heatley and Mr. W. Shipley were elected Vice-Presidents. 
-The members of the Committee were all 


Committee. 
re-elected. 

Representatives to Council, N.V.M.A.—The President and 
Mr. G. T. Matthews were chosen to represent the Eastern 
Counties Division on the Council of the National V.M.A. 

Auditors.—Messrs. Barcham and Buckingham were re- 
elected. 

Hon, Secretary and Treasurer.—Colonel W. A. Wood 
was re-elected to these offices. 

N.V.M.A. CONGRESS. 

The How. Secretary stated that at the last meeting it 
had been decided that the Society should in some way 
entertain the members of the N.V.M.A. who attended che 
Annual Congress which would be held in Norwich this 
year, and that he had been instructed to write to all 
members on this matter. As a result he had now, cither 
in cash or promised, the sum of £150. 

The PResipent then proposed that the entertainment 
should take the form of a reception and dance, the 
expenses of such entertainment not to exceed £170. This 
was seconded, and after some discussion on ways and 
means was carried—the definite offer to be made to the 
Provisional Committee of the National at their next 


meeting. 


Mr. W. Suipiey gave notice that he intended to bring 


forward at the next meeting a resolution to the effect 
that a sum of money from the Funds of the Society 
should be voted to assist in defraying expenses of the 
Congress Entertainment. 

Peace or Next Meerinc.—Professor Buxton said he 
did not wish to thrust Cambridge upon the Society as a 
place for the next meeting, but if they desired to mest 
there he would be very pleased to arrange something 


there for them. This invitation was unanimously accepted 


and Cambridge fixed as the place of the next meeting, 
which was to be held early in July. 
W. A. Woop, Hon, Secretary. 
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The National Veterinary Benevolent and 
Mutual Defence Society. 


Annual Meeting. 


The Annual Meeting of the National Veterinary Bene- 
volent and Mutual Defence Society was held at the 
Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street, Manchester, on Tuesday, 
March 24th, 1931, at 2 p.m. 

The Chair was taken by the President, W. Woods, Esq., 
and other members present were Messrs. E, H. Curbishley, 
J. Holroyd, G. H. Locke, J. Spruell, A. W. Noel Pillers, 
J. H. White, F. Hopkin (Hon. Treasurer) and R. C. 
Locke (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies for unavoidable absence were received from 
Messrs. W. Jackson Young, J. Clarkson, J. Lindsay, F. L.. 
Gooch, and Colonel Britthebank. 

The minutes of the previous annual mecting, having 
been published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as 
read. 

Election of Officers for 1931. 

President.—It was proposed by Mr. Hotroyp, seconded 
by Mr. G. H. Locke, and unanimously resolved that Mr. 
W. Woops be re-clected for the ensuing year. 

Vice-President. Mr. G. Locker 
CURBISHLEY seconded, and it was unanimously resolved that 


proposed, Mr. 


Mr. J. Lindsay, Dumfries, be re-elected for the ensuing 
year. 

Council.—The following were elected as Council of the 
Society for the ensuing year:—Mr. A. W. Noel Pillers, 
Professor F. T. G. Hobday, Messrs. J. Holroyd, E. H. 
Curbishley, J. H. Wright, J. Spruell, D. Imrie, J. Clark- 
son, F. L. Gooch, W. PD Rees, W. Shipley, W. Kk. 
Townson, L. W. Wynn Lloyd, W. G. Burndred, G. H. 
Locke, S. Sumner, Senr., W. Packman, and Colonel 
Brittlebank. 

Hon, Treasurer.—-Mr. Woops proposed, and Mr. SpRueut 
seconded, and it was unanimously resolved that Mr. F. 
Hopkin be re-elected Hon. Treasurer. 

Ilon, Secretary.—On the proposition of Mr. Woops, 
seconded by Mr. Curnisnuiry, Mr. R. C. Locke was _ re- 
elected Hon. Secretary. 

luditors.—Major J, Adamson and Messrs. Litton, 
Pownall, Blakey and Higson, were appointed auditors for 
the ensuing year. 

Hon. Treasurer's Revorr. 

Mr. Horktn referred to various items in the Balance 
Sheet for the year ending December 31st, 1930, a copy 
of which had been sent to cach member of the Society, 
and it was moved by Mr. Curpisuiey, seconded by Mr. 
and unanimously resolved that) the Financial 
Statement be approved and adopted. 

Novices oF 


A discussion took place on the notices of motion pro- 
posed by Mr. Curnisuney, and on being seconded by Mr. 
Norn Pitvers, the following amendments to the Preamble 
and Rules were carried :— 


Preamble, line 5—-to substitute the word some "for 


“any ’’—act or omission. To add after the words 
** necessary surgical operations ’’--Jine 14—‘‘and for other 


accidents or causes of dispute occurring in the ordinary 
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course of veterinary practice, or whilst an animal is in the per cent. of the then existing members, but, in such event, 
care or custody of a Veterinary Surgeon.’’ To add after and at the discretion of the President and Council, the 
the words ‘‘ vexatious and unjust !awsuits ’’—line 19—* or votes of members may be recorded by proxy.” 
claims.”’ Mr. Woops proposed that Rule 15 be deleted. Mr. R. C. 

Proposed New Rule.—‘ No change or alteration in the Locke seconded and the proposal was carried unanimously. 
identity or constitution of the Society shall at any time The meeting concluded with a hearty vote of thanks to 
be made except by the vote and consent of at least 75 the President. 

Beneficiaries. 
Name” Age. Circumstances. Grant. 
A Ae we ees we 73 on Widow. Invalid. Income: £16 per year and Old Age 
Pension... ons oss ove eve £1 per month. 
M. B. B. ose _ 65 eos Widow. Partially blind. Income: Blind pension of 10s. 
E. B. C. us sie 48 one Widow. Two sons aged 11 and i4} years. Income: £2 
78 Widow. Income ; 12s. 6d. per week from son and daughter, 
and Old Age Pension ... ana £2 
M. i... M. 30 Widow. Four sons, eldest 84 years. No income ... as £4 ,, 
Me As 36 Widow. No income. Two children aged 12 and 10 years B2 » 
LL. B. 56 Widow. Invalid. No income ... daa 42 
M. Dy 58 on Widow. Income: Ils. per week £3 ,, 
ose ons 77 one Veterinary Surgeon. Income: 12s. 6d. per ove £2 
Detence Cases. 
Case. Particulars. Action taken. 
2 ove ove bei Claim against member for loss of foal . see ve ws Advice given. Claim withdrawn. 
3 eee eee = Claim against member for injury to bitch in his charge si Agreed figure paid by Society. 
Negligence in treatment of dog ... Claim withdrawn. Society paid 
balance of costs. 
5 Allegation of negligence against member Advice given. 
6 eos eee an Complaint against member of noise caused by dogs in 
his kennels ... oes _ Advice given. 
R.A A.V.C, Point-to-Point Association. Those present included :— 
om Major-General Sir Layton and Lady Blenkinsop, Major- 
General and Mrs. Anthony, Major-General and Mrs. 

The annual race for the Point-to-Point Challenge Cup Sawyer, Colonel and Mrs. Aitixen, Colonel Mosley, Colonel 
was run in conjunction with the Hambledon Hunt Races, and Mrs. Hunt, Colonel Tapley, Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. 
at Liss, Hants, on Saturday, April 11th. Holness, Major and Mrs, Lawrence, Major and Mrs. Pryer, 

The weather was ideal and the going good. The event Major and Mrs. Bowes, Major and Mrs. Judge, Major and 
attracted the record number of 16 entries, of which the Mrs. Hughes, Major and Mrs. Murray, Mrs. O’Rorke, 
following nine faced the starter : Colonel Aitken’s ‘‘Diana”’ Mrs. and Miss Beck, Major and Mrs. Harrison, Major and 
(Lieutenant Kidd); Major J. Bell’s ‘‘ Whizz Bang ”’ Mrs. Simpson, Major and Mrs. Bowhay, Major and Mrs. 
(Captain Macdonald); Major J. Harrison’s ‘* Gay Mask *’ Hogg, Major and Mrs. Stephenson, Major and Mrs. 
(Owner); Major C. A. Murray's ‘* Sunny Girl ’’ (Captain Danels, Major and Mrs, G. Lloyd, Major and Mrs. Stalker, 
E. O’Kelly); Major Stephenson’s ‘* Whisky *’ (Owner) ; Major and Mrs. Andrews, Mrs, Bamford, Major and Mrs. 
Major Bowe’s ‘* Rosalind ’? (Owner); Lieutenant Coulden’s Welly, Mrs. Hodgins, Captain and Mrs. O’Kelly, Major 
“Miss Poppit’? (Owner); Lieutenant Tevlin’s ‘* Bay Howe, Major Barry, Captain Brayley Reynolds, Captain 
Rum " (Owner); Lieutenant Kent’s *‘ Robin ’? (Owner). and Mrs. Walker, Captain Swifte, Captain MacDonald, 

“ Whizz Bang ’’ made the running from ‘ Rosalind ”’ Captain Poer, Captain Scott and Messrs. Tevlin, Coulden, 
and Sunny Girl,”? with ‘ Dianna,”’ ‘ Robin,” ‘ Gay Kent and Kidd. 

Mask ’’ and ‘‘ Whisky’? in close attendance. After a After tea Mrs. Anthony kindly presented the Challenge 
mile *f Rosalind ’’ took the lead, but on crossing the lane Cup and replica to Major Bell. 

into the home stretch was passed by ‘* Whizz Bang ”’ and selenite 

‘* Sunny Girl.’’ The latter fell at the second last fence, Sheep Farmer Fined. 

leaving ‘* Whizz Bang ”’ an easy winner. ‘‘ Sunny Girl ” At Newport, near Castlebar, I.F.S., District Judge Coyne 
was remounted to finish second, ** Robin ”? was third and imposed mitigated fines of £5 for not reporting sheep scab, 
** Bay Rum ”’ fourth. and £40 for disobeying a restriction order, with three 

As in previous years, a Corps Tea Tent was erected on guineas costs, on a farmer, named Walsh, who would not 
the Course and Colonel H. S. Mosley and the officers accept the diagnosis of the veterinary inspector, and, after 
R.A.V.C. Aldershot Command were at home to the various the statutory notices were served, turned 40 infected sheep 
messes. loose amongst thousands of others. 
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Notes and News. 


_ _ The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


April 27th.—Meeting of the Editorial Committee, 
N.V.M.A., at 2 Verulam Build- 
ings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

May /7th.—Meetings of the Central Division, 
N.V.M.A., at 10, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.1. 

May 8th.—Last day for nominations to Council 
R.C.V.S. 

May 2l1st.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers and Annual 
Report issued. 

May 28th.—Last day for return of Voting Papers 
R.C.V.S. Council. ~ 

June 4th.—R.C.V.S. Annual General Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, Annual Meeting. 

June 15th-20th.—D.V.S.M. Examinations. 

July 2nd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Dinner. 

Aug. 22nd-28th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Norwich. 


Norwich Congress. 


The Railway Companies of Great Britain have agreed 
to allow members of the Association to travel to the 
Congress. at the reduced rate of the ordinary single fare 
and a third for the double journey, providing at least 
100 members and their friends travel by rail. 

In order that this concession may be gained, members 
who wish to take advantage of this facility are requested 
to communicate with the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
2, Verulam Buildings, Gray's Inn, W.C.1, as soon as 
possible, stating the number of tickets they will require. 
Should it be found that the requisite guarantee as to 
numbers can be given, vouchers will be forwarded 
immediately. 

The reduced rate will apply from all stations in Great 
Britain and from Irish ports by railway-owned steamers, 
and by the boats of the Belfast Steamship, British and 
Irish Steam Packet and the City of Cork Steam Packet 
Companies and of Messrs. Burns and Laird Lines, Ltd. 


Telephone Numbers of Members, 
N.V.M.A. 


It has been decided by Council, N.V.M.A., to insert 
telephone numbers in the List of Members of the Associa- 
tion, published yearly in the Congress Handbook. Members 
are accordingly requested to forward this information with- 
cut delay, to the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 2, Verulam 
Buildings, Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 


Personal, 

Major G. W. Dunkin's Visit to the U.S.A.—-The value 
of visitation overseas by veterinary scientists, so strikingly 
evidenced on the occasion of the International Congress, 
will again be exemplified, we are confident, in the tour 
which Major G. W. Dunkin, M R.c.v.s., of the 
Farm Laboratories of the National Institute for Medical 
Research at Mill Hill, is about to undertake, under the 
awgis of the Medical Research Council, in the United States 
of America. 

Having as his primary object the study and discussion 
of the methods adopted in America for the production of 
sera and vaccines in relation to animal disease, with parti- 
cular reference to distemper, Major Dunkin, in the course 
of a tour of two months’ duration, will visit Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, New Jersey, Washington, Indianapolis, 
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Urbana (Ohio), Chicago, Madison, Detroit, Toronto, 
Ottawa, Quebec and Montreal. He will arrive back in 
England on June 27th. 

When Major Dunkin sails on the ‘* Majestic ’’? from 
Southampton on Wednesday next, he will bear with him, in 
addition to the good wishes of all our readers for the 
success of his enterprise, a message from the President, 
Council and members of the N.V.M.A. to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, conveying fraternal greet- 
ings and an expression of our Association’s admiration 
for the magnificent work of its American counterpart in 
the promotion of the corporate spirit amongst veterinarians 
and in the advancement of veterinary science. 


Marriage.—-On April 11th, at the Church of Our Lady 
and St. Thomas of Canterbury, Harrow, Mr. Arthur 
Bernard Orr, B.SC. M.R.C.V-S., to Miss Dorothy May. 


Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday’s issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions cf 
his correspondents. 


Reorganisation of Professional Examinations, R.C.V.S. 
To tHE Epiror or THe VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—I do not propose, nor would it be seemly for me to 
take part in the interesting controversy in your corres- 
pondence regarding the reorganisation of the professional 
examinations, but I feel that the last sentence of Pro- 
fessor Hare’s letter in your issue of April 18th requires 
attention. It is strange that he has overlooked the fact 
that the question has been referred to the authorities of 
the affiliated schools—vide report of quarterly meeting of 
Council in your issue of February 7th last. 

As the matter is still under consideration I am unable 
to express my views in the press, but | feel sure that the 
constructive criticisms of members of the profession are 
welcome. Professor Hare must be well aware that the 
system of referring students in one subject is generally 
adopted in the Universities and that there is quite a lot 
to be said in its favour. 

Yours faithfully, 

Abingdon-on-Thames. G. K. WALKER. 

April 20th, 1931. 


The Treatment of ‘* Tremblings *’ in Sheep. 


To tHe Epiror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—I was very much interested in Professor Dryerre’s 
letter in to-day’s issue of the Veterinary Record. 

I agree with Professor Dryerre that there are probably 
two distinct conditions, and that the disease occurring after 
lambing is most likely quite different from that which 
occurs before lambing. Theree appears, however, to be a 
good deal of similarity in the symptoms in these two condi- 
tions, and it it not surprising, therefore, that moorland 
farmers have not generally made any distinction between 
the two and regard all such cases as ‘* Tremblings.”’ 
Furthermore, I am afraid the use of the term ‘* Tremb- 
lings ’’ is not even restricted to these two ,conditions, but 
it is used very loosely and = may _ include other 
conditions which occur amongst ewes about lambing time, 
such, for instance, as pneumonia. 

That the after-lambing disease is a condition similar 
to milk fever in cows is, I think, most probable, especially 
as treatment by inflation of the udder or injection of 
calcium gluconate is successful in the majority of cases. 
It is really owing to the fact that some farmers have 
had a certain amount of success with the inflation treat- 
ment in cases occurring before lambing that I have felt 
there was some justification for experimentally treating 
some cases, either by inflation or by the injection of 
gluconate, in order to see what proportion, if any, would 
respond to either of these methods of treatment. The fact 
that a few cases do respond would tather indicate that 
a small proportion of the cases of so-called ‘‘ Tremblings.’’ 
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occurring before lambing are possibly of the same nature 
as the after-lambing cases. My experience has been, how- 
ever, that the majority of the cases occurring before lamb- 
ing do not recover under cither of these treatinents. It 
is probable, therefore, that such cases are of an entirely 
different nature, and are what Professor Dryerre describes 
as pregnancy toxamia. 

1 am very pleased to hear that this condition is being 
investigated at the Moredun Institute, and it is sincerely 
to be hoped that the investigation will throw some light 
on the nature of this disease, which is the cause of such 
serious losses amongst ewes at lambing time. 1 may add 
that Professor Gaiger has been investigating the disease 
in the Craven district of Yorkshire. So far as | am con- 
cerned, | have for several years simply been exploring 
various jines of treatment in the hope of finding something 
which might reduce the losses. Admittedly this is rather 
like putting the cart before the horse, and has certainly 
net shown any very promising results up to now. 

Unfortunately, in the past our knowledge of many of 
the diseases of sheep has been very limited, and such 
treatment as was applied te some of them was chiefly 
confined to the homely remedies of the farmers them- 
selves. During the past 12 years, however, a good deal 
of most valuable research work has been carried out at 
the various Animal Disease Research Institutes in 
England and Scotland, which has resulted in a great 
increase in our knowledge of some of these diseases, and 
it is to be hoped that the investigations which are being 
carried out into the nature and cause of pregnancy toxzmia 
may lead to the discovery of some means of controlling 
this very serious disease amongst lambing ewes. 

Yeurs faithfully, 

April 18th, 1931. H. G. Bowes. 

Some Remarks on Bovine Sterility. 


To tHe Epiror or THe VETERINARY REcorRD. 

Sir,—In my letter to you of April 7th, 1931, printed 
in your columns to-day, a slight error has occurred, which 
I wish to rectify at once. In discussing the absence of 
cestrum for some time in the bovine, it is stated in the 
letter that ‘‘ early abortion or embryonic death occurs,”’ 
but the wording is apt to convey the impression that this 
is the rule. I wish to state that this is ‘* very likely to 
occur *' and I think that most sterility workers will agree 
that this does take place more often than is supposed. 

Again, with regard to the expression of corpus leuteum 
persistens—I have stated that it is empirical, and so it is, 
when there is clinical evidence of uterine disease. As a 
general rule it is not safe to assume, as the result of 
one examination, that a corpus luteum is persisting, and is 
responsible for the absence of cestrum, and the ovaries 
should be examined twice weekly for the length of a normal 
cessation period definitely to decide this question. It 
is also equally certain that many cattle have so-called 
‘cysts’? ruptured by rectal pressure when in reality, the 
alleged cysts were maturing ovisacs. 

I have seen no general reference to the fact that some 
cattle that have been immunised with living abortus 
vaccine are at times extremely difficult to get in calf, 
probably as a result of uterine catarrk induced as in a 
naturally occurring case; and, further, that it is not of 
much practical value to use such vaccine on heifers that 
have never been pregnant. I am, at the moment of writing, 
having heifers aborting at their second calvings, although 
they were inoculated three months before their first service 
and carried their first calves to full term. I think, too, 
that it would be of value and interest if other practi- 
tioners who have cases of retained after-birth in cows 
going to full term, and giving birth to normal and healthy 
calves, were to have the agglutination test applied. In 
1930 I adopted this plan, and approximately four out of 
every ten examined gave a positive reaction. In many 
instances, this enabled immediate isolation of the affected 
cow to be carried out, and stopped the liability to spread 
of the disease. 

Yours faithfully, 
1, St. Cross Road, F. D. Ture, wa.c.v.s. 
Winchester. 18th, 1931. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


April 25, 1931. 


Repatriation Departments in South Africa. 


To tHe Eprror or VeteRINARY RECORD. 

Sir,—Having just returned from Ngamiland, I hasten 
to reply to the two gentlemen who kindly wrote (October 
llth, 1930 and October 18th, 1930) to the Record with 
regard to thé above paper in your issue of September 26th, 
1930. 

(a) Mr. Pollard is under a misapprehension. Since the 
first civil veterinarians in the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony were members of the Repatriation Department, 
and each had a district, obviously these men were the first 
District Veterinary Surgeons. It was not until the end 
of 1902 that civil veterinarians (apart from the Repatria- 
tion Department officials) were appointed, these, in order 
of seniority being :—P. Conacher, November 13th, 1902, 
J. I. Edgar, November 13th, 1902, H. Sturge, November 
15th, 1902, G. May, November 28th, 1902, J. Pollard, 
December 7th, 1902, and H. M. Webb, December 9th, 
1902. 

I repeat the statement that “no special records are 
available regarding veterinary appointments in the Trans- 
vaal.’’ 1 refer, of course, to Repatriation Department 
appointments and Mr, Pollard is under the impression 
that civil veterinary departmental appointments are meant ! 

I regret he does not approve of the list of names, but 
‘“ half a loaf is better than no loaf.’’ If colleagues assisted 
in furnishing names then no injustice would be done to any 
pioneer. 

A history of the Civil Veterinary Department, Trans- 
vaal, is needed, especially as it will not be long before 
the last few members leave the Union of South Africa 
service. 

(b) I appreciate the information supplied by Major W. S. 
Stevens. This will be duly incorporated in a fuller history 
of the profession in South Africa. 

Yours faithfully, 
H. H. Curson 

P.O. Box 593, 

Pretoria. 

March 24th, 1931. 


Edward Coleman, F.R.S. 


To tne Epiror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Your editorial of April 11th is incorrect in stating 
that Edward Coleman was elected F.R.S. ‘‘ qua veterinary 
surgeon.’’ Unfortunately, this honour was “‘ not given for 
his veterinary services, but for the work connected with 
the resuscitation of the drowned, published forty years 
previously "’; (Smith, F., The Early History of Veterinary 
Literature, 1930, Vol. III, p. 30). Coleman was a member 
of our, profession not by graduation but by election to the 
principalship of the Royal Veterinary College. As a medical 
with influential medical friends and as a member of the 
Medical and Chirurgical Society of London he was received 
into the Royal Society. 

Incidentally, John Percivall died on December 13th, 
1830 

I aim, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Tom Hare, 

Department of Pathology, 

Royal Veterinary College, 
London, N.W.1. 
April 15th, 1931. 


The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 


Communications from Dr. F. A. E. Crew (Edinburgh), 
and Mr. G. P. Male (Reading). 

Report of the Quarterly Meeting of Council, R.C.V.S., 
from Dr. F. Bullock, Secretary. 

Report of the Annual General Meeting of the North of 
Ireland V.M.A., from Mr. J. I. Magowan, Hon, Secretary. 
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